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ment, is situated on the inside of the hashia and zangir , enveloping 
the whole field of the shawl The kunjbuiha is a corner ornament 
of clustering flowers. The mattan is the decorated part of the field 
or ground, and the butha , the generic term for flowers, is specifi- 
cally applied alone to the cone ornament, which forms the most 
prominent feature of the pala . , Sometimes there is only one line of 
these cones. When there is a double row 3 the butha is called 
dokad, sekhad \ up to five, and tukadar above five. A special variety 
of this ornamentation is designed for the Armenian market, know n 
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by the name of Tara Armetiu The few Cashmere shawls shewn in 
the Prince of Wales’ collection are superlatively fine, some of .the 
usual cone or shawl pattern, others snuff-colored, of softest tex- 
ture inwrought with gold One is worked with a map of the 
city of Srinagar, the capital of Cashmere ; the streets and houses, 
gardens and temples, with the people walking about among them, 
and the boats on the deep blue river being seen as clearly, in 
the quaint drawing of a mediaeval picture, as in a photograph. 
Another shawl, more soberly colored, is one mass of the most 
delicate embroidery, representing the conventional Persian and 
Cashmere wilderness of fiowers, with birds of the loveliest plumage 
singing in the bloom, and wonderful animals stalking round, and 
wondering men. 

Besides shawls, an immense variety of articles are made in 
Cashmere of shawl stuff. The wool employed in the manufacture 
is the down called pushm of the so-called Cashmere goat of 
Ladak : and lately the weaving of pushmina shawls has been 
introduced from Cashmere into Lucknow. The finest of the 
woollen stuffs called patu in Kangra and Cashmere, is made of 
camel’s hair, and is therefore a true camlet. In the Panjab it is 
embroidered in Cashmere and at Lahore, Amritsar, and Delhi It 
is also embroidered in Sindh, and is generally made up in loose 
burnous-like robes called chogas , much used by English officers in 
India as dressing-gowns. Ctesias compares camels hair for its 
softness to Milesian wool, which Theocritus describes as “softer 
than sleep.” A rough but remarkably durable patu is made from 
goat’s hair. At Ludhiana in the Panjab the wool of Rampur, 
and at Amritsar the wool of Kerman, is worked up into a variety 
of goods, which closely resemble the finest embroidered fabrics 
of Cashmere. The plain shawls, colored ivory-white, scarlet, 
turquoise, blue, and grey, which are known in this country by 
the name of Rampur chadars , are made at Ludhiana of Rampur, 
that is, Bishair wool. There are 500 shops of wool manufac- 
turers in the city, and 2,000 people employed in weaving. Sirsa, 
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Robtak, Leia, and Lahore^ have also large woollen manufactures 
beside their trade in pashmina , or Cashmere shawl wool : but 
the hill districts of Cashmere, Kangra, and Simla, produce the 
greatest variety of woollen fabrics, Leia, in the Panjab, Is noted 
for its blankets; and they are likewise made of the finest quality, 
and often beautifully patterned, throughout Raj pu tana, especially 
at Tod-ghar, and in Mey war ; and in Thar and Parkar, in Sindh, 
Superior blankets are made in Nuddea, at Shahabad In Patna, at 
Lohar-dugga in Chota Nagpur, and at Purneah in Bhagalpur, all 
in Bengal ; at Ahmedabad In Bombay : and at Chikanayakanabaili 
In the Tumkur district of Mysore, Black sackcloth blankets, 
called kambhlis , are woven all over India. They are a special 
manufacture of Kudlighi in Bellary : and also of the Hasan, 
K.adur, and Chittledrug districts of Mysore, 

Muslin is embroidered at Dacca and Patna; and at Delhi also 
in colored floss silk. Rich broidered work is made at Hydrabad 
and other places In Sindh, in colored silk thread and gold and 
silver. The embroidery of Nauanagar, and Gondal in Kathiwar, 
for which Cut# gets the credit, in colored silk thread, Is of the 
same style as the well-known embroidery of Resht on the Caspian, 
Either the Armenian merchants introduced the style into Cut#, 
or from Cut# into Persia. Gold is also used in Cut# for 
embroidery in the Persian style of Ispahan and Delhi, The 
gorgeous gold embroidered velvets [maMmat] of Lucknow, and 
of Gulbargah, Aurungabad, and Hyderabad in the Deccan, used 
for canopies of costly state, umbrellas of dignity, elephants' cloths, 
horse cloths, and state housings and cajjarisons generally, are 
largely represented in the India Museum, In form they have 
remained unchanged from the earliest periods of Indian history, 
but their sumptuous gold scroll ornamentation Is In design dis- 
tinctly of Italian sixteenth century origin. The Portuguese were 
in the habit of sending satin to India to be embroidered by 
natives in European designs. The embroidered native apparel 
of Cashmere, Amritsar, Lahore, Delhi, Lucknow, Murshedabad, 
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Surat and Bombay, is much prized all over India ; and that 
of Vizagapatam and Chicacole has an extensive reputation on 
the Coromandel coast. 

It would appear that carpets originated in embroidery, and that 
carpets were first used, like embroideries, for hangings and palls. 
The earliest notices we have of this art are in the Bible, in the 
accounts in the Pentateuch of the furnishing of the Tabernacle, 
and elsewhere. In Judges v 30, we have in the song of Deborah, 
— “ Have they not sped ? have they not divided the prey, to 
every man a damsel or two ; to Sisera a prey of divers colours 
of needlework, of divers colours of needlework on both sides, 
meet for the necks of them that take the spoil ? ” — the description 
of a style of embroidery, both needle-wrought and loom made, 
still held in great esteem in India and Persia. In Ezekiel xxvii 
23, 24, we read “ Haran and Canneh and Eden [/'.<?. Aden], the 
merchants of Shebah, Asshur, and Chilmad, were thy merchants. 
These were thy merchants in all sorts of things, in blue clothes 
and broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, bound with 
cords and made of cedar, among thy merchandise,” — a passage 
which is thought to refer to Cashmere shawls imported into Tyre 
through Aden. The great demand in ancient times for broidered 
work was for the hangings and veils of temples, and the art 
originated with the women who wove these veils for the temples 
of Egypt, India, Babylonia, and Phoenicia. To Greece and Rome 
embroidery came from Phrygia, and hence an embroiderer was 
called in Rome Phrygio, and embroidered robes P/irygiones. 
Gold broidered work was called auriphtygium , whence the old 
English word Orphrey. Such work is now called ‘‘Passing.” In 
India we find all the varieties of needlework that are found in 
Europe : opus plumarium or feather stitch, opus pulvinarium or 
cross stitch, opus Anglicum or chain stitch, and worked in circular 
lines also, but never rubbed down to obtain an effect of relief, 
opus pectineum or woven w r ork in imitation of embroidery, and 
opus consul urn, applique or cut w’ork, in which the ornamental 
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figures are cut out in separate pieces of silk or cloth, and sewn 
on to the stuff to be embroidered. These draps entaillez are 
obviously the origin of the Persian carpets of Mashhad. The 
parrots, rabbits, tigers, and fawns, represented upon them have 
evidently been imitated from figures of these birds and beasts cut 
in cloth for applique work. 

In many parts of India muslin is very beautifully embroidered 
with green beetle wings and gold. In the Prince’s Collection is 
a piece of muslin embroidered in gold and painted spangles and 
imitation pearls, with a perfect effect of reality and richness. 
Leather is beautifully embroidered at Phaka in Sindh. The 
embroidered leather work of Gujarat has already been noticed. 
Marco Polo, bk. iii, ch. xxvi, writing of “ Gozurat,” says : 
“They also work here beautiful mats in red and blue leather, 
exquisitely inlaid with figures of birds and beasts, and skilfully 
embroidered with gold and silver wire. They are marvellously 
beautiful things ; they are used by the Saracens to sleep upon, 
and capital they are for that purpose .” This was written 600 
years ago, and is still as true to the work described as if it had 
come by the last mail from Bombay. But the most wonderful 
piece of embroidery ever known was the chadar or veil made 
by order of Kunderao, the late Gaekwar of Baroda, for the tomb 
of Mahommed at Medina. It was composed entirely of inwrought 
pearls and precious stones, disposed in an arabesque pattern, and 
is said to have cost a crore [ = ten millions] of rupees. Although 
the richest stones were worked into it, the effect was most 
harmonious. When spread out in the sun it seemed suffused 
with a general iridescent pearly bloom, as grateful to the eyes 
as were the exquisite forms of its arabesques. 

Carpets . 

Indian carpets are of two kinds, cotton and woollen. Gener- 
ally they are classed as cotton darts and satrangis , and woollen 
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rugs and carpets, but in fact dart is the native word for a rug, 
and satrangi for a carpet. Ear is and satrangis, however, are 
perfectly distinct in style and make from the usual Indian pile 
carpets and rugs. Dark and satrangis are made of cotton 
and In pattern are usually striped blue and red, or blue and 
white, or chocolate and blue ; and often squares and diamond 
shapes are introduced, with sometimes gold and silver, producing 
wild picturesque designs like those seen on the bodice and apron 
worn by Italian peasant women. They are made chiefly in 
Bengal and Northern India, and, like the loom-made dhotis and 
saris , illustrate the most ancient ornamental designs in India, 
perhaps earlier even than the immigration of the Aryas. 
Striped satrangis of very superior texture are made at Rungpur 
In the Rajshahye division of Bengal. The manufacture of pile 
carpets was probably introduced into India by the Saracens. 
They certainly introduced it into Europe, where, in the Middle 
Ages, carpets of the nature of woollen stuffs, ornamented some- 
what in the manner of drafts entailhz , were called Sarradnois, 
Towards the end of the twelfth century the Flemings began to 
weave pictured tapestries, but it was not until the reign of Henry 
IV, a. d. 1596, that the modern carpet manufacture was in- 
troduced from Persia into France. It is from Persia that the 
Saracens must have derived the art of making pile carpets, for 
nearly all the patterns on them in India and- elsewhere can be 
traced back to Persian originals, In the paintings of the old 
masters we see, in the representation of oriental carpets on 
floors, and hung out of windows, the origin of the designs after- 
wards made vulgar by their imitation in “ Brussels carpets/’ But 
it Is not easy to determine when woollen pile carpets were first 
made in Persia. Homer mentions carpets, and by their present 
name rwrrryra, as in II. ix 200. 


if With that the chiefs beneath his roof he led 
And placed in seats with purple carpets [rdm/ial tc vop^vpionr.tvj spread.” 
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And Od. iv 124 : 


“To spread the pall [rairr/Ta] beneath the regal chair, 

Of softest wool [^oAokoO eptoio] is bright Alcippe’scare.” 

And Od. iv 298 : 

“ And o’er soft palls of purple grain, unfold 
Rich tapestry [rair^Tas] stiff with inwoven gold.” 

And Od. x 12: 

“on splendid carpets lay.” 

[EySouff* tv re rdmjat] 

. Pliny, where [Book viii, ch. 73-74 (48)] he describes the 
different kinds of wool and their colors, and different kinds of 
cloths, says : “ The thick fiocky wool has been esteemed for the 
manufacture of carpets from the earliest times ; it is quite clear 
from what we read in Homer that they were in use m his time. 
The Gauls embroider them in a different manner from what is 
practised by the Parthians. Wool is compressed also for making 
a. felt. . . . and the refuse, too, when taken out of the vat is 
used for making mattresses, an invention, I fancy, of the Gauls. 

. . . Our ancestors made use of straw for the purpose of sleeping 
upon, just as they do at present when in camp. Jhe gausapa 
has been brought into use in my father’s memory, and I myself 
recollect the avtphimalla [napped on both sides] and the long 
shaggy apron being introduced.’ 1 

It is evident that some sort of baize, or felt, or drugget, used 
as tapestry for the wall, and for coverlets for beds, as well as for 
rugs or carpets, is meant in all these passages. Arrian, in his 
account of the tomb of Cyrus [Bk. vi 29], which is taken from 
Aristobulus, who not only was an eye-witness of it, but was 
ordered by Alexander to repair it, says: “Within this edifice 
was the golden coffin, wherein the body of Cyrus was preserved, 
as also the bed whose supporters were of massy gold curiously 
wrought, the covering thereof was of Babylonian tapestry, the 
carpets underneath of the finest wrought purple ; the cloak and 
other royal robes were of Babylonian, but the drawers \pijcn?ia$\ 
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of Median workmanship* Their color was chiefly purple, but 
some of them were of various dyes* The chain round his neck, 
his bracelets, his earrings, and his sword, were all of gold, 
adorned with precious stones* A costly table was also placed 
there, and a bed whereon lay the coffin, which contained the 
king’s body/ 1 Athenseus has many allusions and references to 
carpets, and in the account which he gives [Bk. v, ch. 27], from 
Callixenus the Rhodian [b*c. circa 280], of a banquet given by 
Ptolemy Philadelphia at Alexandria, the carpets which were laid 
in the tent are accurately described : “ There were also golden 
cpuches, with the feet made like sphinxes, on the two sides of the 
tent, a hundred on each side* . * * And under these there were 
strewed purple carpets of the finest wool, with the carpet pattern 
on both sides* And there were handsomely embroidered rugs, 
very beautifully elaborated* Besides this, thin Persian cloths 
covered all the centre space where the guests walked, having 
most accurate representations of animals embroidered on them/' 
It is not possible to say what kind of carpets those mentioned by 
Arrian were, beyond that they were Babylonian ; but the carpets 
described by Callixenus, are the woollen galims still made in Ker- 
man shah, the same on both sides, the “ Babylonica texta " of 
Martial, and the embroidered skamyanas , or canopy cloths 
| milea, Arras], of which a superb one Is shewn by the Prince of 
Wales, still made in Persia, and evidently the u Babylonica 
peri stromata n and s< consuta tapetia” “ Babylonian hangings rt 
and 4 1 embroidered tapestry ” of Plautus* As velvet [maMmai] 
probably originated in Central Asia, and certainly felt, I think it 
very likely that it was there also that the Turkish tribes first 
developed the art of sewing tufts of wool on the strings of the 
warp of the carpets they had learned to make from the Persians, 
and that the manufacture of these pile carpets was thus intro- 
duced by the Saracens into Europe from Turkestan through 
Persia* The Turks were driven to the invention by the greater 
coldness of their climate. 
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These pile carpets are called in India specifically kalin and 
kalicha. The foundation for the carpet is a warp of the 
requisite number of strong cotton or hempen threads, accord- 
ing to the breadth of the carpet, and the peculiar process 
consists in dexterously twisting short lengths of colored wool 
into each of the threads of the warp so that the two ends 
of the twist of colored wool stick out in front When a whole 
line of the warp is completed, the projecting ends of the wool 
are clipped to a uniform level, and a single thread of w ool is run 
across the breadth of the carpet, between the threads of the warp, 
just as in ordinary weaving, and the threads of the warp are 
crossed as usual ; then another thread of the warp is fixed with 
twists of wool in the same manner ; and again, a single thread of 
wool is run between the threads of the warp, across the carpet, 
serving also to keep the tags of wool upright, and so on to the 
end. The lines of work are further compacted together by 
striking them with a blunt fork [kangi] t and sometimes the carpet 
is still further strengthened by stitching the tags of wool to the 
warp. Then the surface is clipped all over again, -and the carpet 
is complete. The workmen put in the proper colors either of 
their own knowledge or from a pattern. No native, however, 
works so well from a pattern as spontaneously. His copy will be 
a facsimile of the pattern, but stiff, even if it be a copy of his 
own original work. His hand must be left free in working out 
the details of decoration, even from the restraint of the examples 
of his own masterpieces. If he is told simply, “Now I want 
you to make something in this style, in your own way, but the 
best thing you ever did, and you may take your own time about it, 
and I will pay you whatever you ask P he is sure to succeed. It 
is haggling and hurry that have spoiled art in Europe, and are 
spoiling it in Asia. The loveliest little mosque in Bombay was 
built without a plan, the workmen day by day tracing roughly 
on the ground the designs by which they worked. The best 
Oriental pile carpets are those of Persia, particularly those made 
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in Khorassan, Kirman, Ferahan, and Kurdistan, ana of Turkey, 
made chiefly* at U shale in Ask Minor, near Smyrna. In India 
they are chiefly made in Cashmere, Afghanistan, the Panjab, 
Baluchistan, and Sindh, at Agra, Mirzapur, Jubbuipur, Hy- 
derabad and Warangal in the Nizam's Dominion, and on the 
Malabar coast and at Masulipatam. Velvet carpets are also made 
at Benares and Murshedabad, and silk pile carpets at Tanjore 
and Salem. The carpets shewn at the India Museum have 
been arranged by Mr. Vincent Robinson, by whom many of them 
are lent ; and the extent and completeness of the series is a 
sufficient evidence of the important trade in Indian carpets 
which has sprung up since 1851, when for the first time, through 
the liberality of the Indian Government, they were brought 
prominently to the notice of English people. Unfortunately 
there has been a great falling-off in the quality and art character 
of Indian carpets since then, partly, no doubt, owing to the 
desire of the English importers to obtain them cheaply and 
quickly, but chiefly owing to the disastrous competition of 
the Government jails in India with the native weavers. 

The chief blame however tor this lamentable deterioration 
must be attributed to the want of knowledge and appreciation, 
on the part of the general mass of English purchasers. Few 
people seem able to realise that when buying oriental carpets they 
are in fact choosing works of art, and not manufacturer’s li piece 
goods,” produced at competition prices. Formerly the native 
weaver strived his utmost to produce a work which would prove 
a pleasing picture, knowing that the payment he would obtain 
for it would depend upon its beauty of design and superexcel- 
lence of fabrication ; but now his first thought is to reduce his 
work to the charges ruling in the European markets, and to 
deliver it punctually within the time fixed by the export firms 
of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. The natural result is seen 
in a comparison of the old carpets of Cashmere, Sindh, and 
Baluchistan, the carpets, that is to say, of only twenty and thirty 
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years ago, with those now made in these countries, to say nothing 
of the mongrel manufactures of the Government jails in India. 
The attempt indeed to set a trade value of “ so much per square 
yard” upon such art works as Indian tapestries is not more 
absurd, or less ruinous to their production, than it would be 
to apply the same procedure to the purchase of pictures. 

The difference in the European and Asiatic methods of 
rewarding art manufacturers is indeed the original reason why 
so little art is found in European manufactures, or in oriental 
works prepared for the European markets ; and indicates the 
true cause of the immense superiority of the ancient examples 
of the latter possessed by such connoiscurs as Signor Castellani, 
Sir Frederick Leighton, Baron Rothschild and M. Albert Goupil, 
over the sumptuary articles now imported from the East. Thus 
the carpet jury of the Paris Exhibition of 1878 based their awards 
as much upon the quantity produced by each competing manu- 
facturer, as upon the quality, in point of beauty and technical 
excellence, of their productions ; and positively gave the highest 
honours to those who could shew the largest amount of business 
done in their trade. In the East, as we have seen, the princes 
and great nobles, and wealthy gentry, who are the chief patrons 
of these grand fabrics, collect together in their own houses 
and palaces all who earn a reputation for superiority in any 
manufacture. These skilled artificers receive a fixed salary, and 
daily rations, and are so little hurried in their work that they have 
plenty of time to execute private orders also. Their salaries are 
continued even when through age or accident they arc past work • 
and on their death they pass to their sons, should they have 
become skilled in their fathers art. Upon the completion of 
any extraordinary work it is submitted to the patron, and some 
honor is at once conferred on the artist, and his salary increased. 
It is under such conditions that the best art work of the East 
has always been produced. The finest Oriental rugs of our time, 
which at the Vienna Exhibition astonished all beholders, are 
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those made in the palace of the Governor of Kir man shah in 
Kurdistan, and are only disposed of in presents. 

The India Museum collection of carpets cannot of course 
be regarded as an ordinary commercial collection, the examples 
exhibited having been expressly selected to illustrate the productions 
of localities where the manufacture is an inherited handicraft. 
Jail -made carpets have therefore been scrupulously excluded from 
the collection. Those shewn are chiefly from Cashmere, Balu- 
chistan, Afghanistan, the Nizam’s Dominion, and the Malabar 
and Coromandel coasts, a few examples being added from Khiva, 
Bokhara, Yarkand, and Persia to illustrate the influence of the art 
of Turkestan and Persia on the indigenous carpet manufacture 
of India. In all cases the examples selected are typical illustra- 
tions of the manufacture of their respective localities of produc- 
tion, and are as far as possible of modern manufacture, old carpets 
only being chosen where the local designs have been abandoned 
in order to meet the requirements of European exporters. A very 
slight inspection of the whole collection is sufficient to shew how 
well founded are the complaints, made by me in 1878, respecting 
the fatal falling off in every quality design and fabrication in 
Indian carpets since the Great Exhibition of 1851. 

As a striking illustration of the corruption of native designs 
under European influences it is only necessary to compare the 
two old Cask mere carpets lent to the India Museum by 
Mr. Vincent Robinson with the large Cashmere darbar carpet ex- 
hibited by him at Paris in 1878. The two former carpets were pro- 
bably made early in the last century. The ground in one is pale 
yellow and in the other rose of varying shades, and the floral pattern 
decorating it is in half tones of a variety of colors. The borders 
are weak, as in all Cashmere carpets, not being sufficiently dis- 
tinguished from the centre, but the coloring and general effect are 
so serene and pleasing that this does not really appear as a defect, 

Tiie Cashmere durbar carpet exhibited by Mr. Vincent Robinson 
at Paris was a typical illustration of the modern manufacture of 
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Srinagar. The large scroll laid about its borders in such agonised 
contortions had evidently been copied from the shawl patterns 
introduced by the French houses into Cashmere about ten years 
ago. The wool of these modern Srinagar carpets is good, and 
the texture of the carpets themselves is not bad, but it is hardly 
possible that they can ever again be made to satisfy a critical taste. 
The colors introduced are not suited for the floor of a room, 
particularly the green, even if they were harmoniously blended. 
The floor of a furnished room, in which the great need is to see 
the furniture distinctly, can scarcely be too grave in tone, and it 
is evident that the Cashmere dyes are fitted only for shawls, and 
portieres, and tapestries for walls, where it is a pleasure to the eye 
to be attracted by lively coloring. 

One of the Afghanistan [No. 18,389] carpets lent by Mr. 
Vincent Robinson is probably of Herat manufacture. It is a 
rare example of the best Persian . style in “these antique,’* 
worm-eaten tapestries. The central ground is of glowing crimson 
[Kermes red], as brilliant as when first woven, and covered with 
large tulips in shades of blue, green, and yellow. The ground 
of the broad border is of shades of fine deep green covered 
with a rich tracery of leaves and various colored flowers, with 
birds among them of gorgeous plumage, yellow and blue. The 
introduction of the characteristic cloud pattern among the 
conventional tulips is of peculiar interest, as indicative of 
the Tartar influences so clearly marked in Persian pottery of 
the sixteenth century, to which period this remarkable carpet 
probably belongs. 

The Sindh carpets are the cheapest, coarsest, and least durable 
of all that are made in India. Formerly they were fine in design 
and coloring, but of late years they have greatly deteriorated. 
The cheap rugs, which sell for about 9 s. each, are made with the 
pile (if not altogether) of cowhair, woven upon a common cotton 
foundation, with a rough hempen shoot. The patterns are bold 
and suited to the material, and the dyes good and harmonious. 
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The Baluchistan carpets and rugs are made of goatshair, which 
gives them their singularly beautiful lustre, finer even than that 
of the Indian silk carpets, and more subdued in tone, although 
the dyes used in Baluchistan are richer. The patterns are usually 
of the fantastic geometrical character found in Turcoman rugs, 
from which the patterns of the early “ Brussels carpets ” were 
derived. They are laid on either a deep indigo or deep madder 
red ground, and traced out in orange, brown and ivory white, 
intermixed with red, when the ground is blue, and with blue, when 
the ground is red. The ends terminate in a web-like prolongation 
of the warp and woof beyond the pile ; and when striped in 
colors or worked in a small diaper form a .most picturesque 
fringe. 

The famous J ubbu Ip ur carpets have deteriorated in quality and 
art in the most extraordinary manner since the establishment of 
the School of Industry at that station, the influence of which has 
been equally prejudicial with that of the jails. The foundation, 
as now scamped, is quite insufficient to carry the heavy pile 
which is a feature of this make ; and is moreover so short in the 
staple as to be incapable of bearing the tension even of the 
process of manufacture. Jubbulpur carpets often reach this 
country which will not bear sweeping, or even unpacking. I know 
of two which were shaken to pieces in the attempt to shake the 
dust out of them when first unpacked. The designs once h^d 
some local character, but have lost it during the last four or five 
years. 

In Mirzapur carpets we again find the evidence of the indis- 
criminate cheapening effects of the jail system. In the Paris 
Exhibition of 1867, Mirzapur carpets were still shewn of fine 
texture, and good coloring, and serviceable wear; the designs 
too were suited to the coarse wool used in that district. But, in 
the carpets now sold, the materials are not so well chosen, the 
texture is coarser, and the colors are crude ; and it is within 
proof to state that a Mirzapur carpet as now made, and sold in 
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Europe at about iSj, the square yard, is one of the least econom- 
ical carpets which people of moderate means could lay down on 
their floors. The staple is so short, and the texture so loose, that 
it will not bear the wear and tear of a middle-class English 
house ; and common sense is of course the backbone of 
good taste in furnishing. Three years will wear out any Mirza- 
pore carpet now made. Those made ten years ago will still be in 
use twenty years lienee, and full of dignity to the end. But as 
they cost twice the money* there’s the rub, fatal to the once great 
manufacture of this district. 

The Hyderabad carpets have also felt the influence of the jails. 
In the Exhibition of 1851, the very finest rugs exhibited were from 
Warangal, about eighty miles east of Hyderabad, The peculiarity 
of these rugs, cf which several remain in the India Museum, 
was the exceedingly fine count of the stitches, about 12,000 to the 
square foot. They were also perfectly harmonious in coloring, 
and the only examples in which silk was ever used in carpets with 
a perfectly satisfactory effect. The brilliancy of the colors was 
kept in subjection by their judicious distribution and the extreme 
closeness of the weaving, which is always necessary when the 
texture is of silk. All this involves, naturally, great comparative 
expense, not less than 10 L per square yard; and it is not surpris- 
ing, therefore, that in the competition with the Thug carpets of 
tl;e jails, the stately fabrics of Warangal, the ancient capital of the 
Andhra dynasty of the Dakhan, and of the later Rajas of Telin- 
gana, have died out, past every effort to revive them. Surely 
the Government which has spent so much money in introducing 
South Kensington Schools of Art into India, might make an an- 
nual grant for the purchase of the masterpieces of Indian local 
manufacturers, which they should present to any native prince or 
gentleman to whom they wished to shew great honour. A few 
thousand pounds spent in this way every year would have a most 
beneficial effect in sustaining many local traditional arts in India 
now nearly dying out, even of the very recollections of men. 
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There is a Warangal carpet among the Prince of Wales 5 presents, 
but it is not at all of the old manufacture. The colors are 
too strong, the indigo very much too strong for the surrounding 
tones of grey, green, and yellow ■ and the large leaf pattern stares 
obtrusively from the crude madder red ground. In addition to 
the Warangal carpets belonging to the Indian Museum, Mr. 
V. Robinson also exhibits one [No. 17,407] of sixteenth or 
early seventeenth century manufacture. It is a marvel of weaving. 
There are 400 knots to every square inch of It, giving a total of 
3,500,000 for the entire surface, and so complicated is the pattern 
that a change of the needles was required for every knot The 
length of time therefore consumed in the weaving of this carpet 
could not have been less than seven years, and may have been 
ten. The pattern is excellent, but the coloring, although 
dexterously harmonised, is not agreeable. It may however be 
that it takes an imaginary tinge from the tragic story of the body 
of the late Sultan of Turkey having been carried on it out of the 
bath room in which he was privily murdered. 

The carpets of Masulipatain were formerly among the finest 
produced in India, but of late years have also been corrupted by 
the European, chiefly English, demand for them. The English 
importers insisted on supplying the weavers with cheaper materials, 
and we now find that these carpets are invariably backed with 
English twine. The spell of the tradition thus broken, one inno- 
vation after another was introduced into the manufacture. The 
designs which of old were full of beautiful detail, and more varied 
than now in range of scheme and coloring, were surrounded by a 
delicate outline suggested as to tint by a harmonising contrast 
with the colors with which it was in contact. But the necessity 
for cheap and speedily executed carpets for the English market 
has led to the abandonment of this essential detail in all Indian 
textile ornamentation. Crude inharmonious masses of unmeaning 
form now mark the spots where formerly varied, interesting, and 
beautiful designs blossomed as delicately as the first flowers of 
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spring : and these once glorious carpets of Masulipatam have 
sunk to a mockery and travestie of their former selves. 

The carpets of Malabar would seem to be the only pile 
woollen carpets made in India, of pure Hindu design, and free 
at present from European as from Saracenic influences. They 
are made of a coarse kind of wool peculiar to the locality, and 
are distinguished by their large grandly colored patterns. The 
texture of the wool is exactly suited to the designs used, which 
are gay in tone, colossal in proportion, and wonderfully balanced 
in harmonious arrangement. No other manufacture of carpets 
known could hold a pattern together with such a scheme of 
coloring, and scale of design. The simplicity and felicity shewn 
in putting the right amount of color, and exact force of pattern, 
suited to the position given them, are wonderful, and quite un- 
approachable in any European carpets of any time or country. 
They satisfy the feeling for breadth and space in furnishing, as if 
made for the palaces of kings. Mr. Vincent Robinson has lent 
the Museum a Malabar carpet of silk [No. 21,975]. ^ ts charac- 
teristic design is worked on a ground of red. The striking 
peculiarity of these silk carpets is the play of light and shade 
seen when walking across them, like that of shadows from 
passing clouds on a summer field. 

These are not the only fine carpets still made in India. Those 
which are known in the London market by the name of Coconada , 
the place of their shipment on the Coromandel Coast to Madras, 
prove that carpets of uncontaminated native designs and integrity 
of quality are still made by the caste weavers of India, but of 
varieties not yet generally recognised by huckstering European 
dealers, and obtained from villages far away from English stations 
and railway lines. They are equal to anything ever produced 
in the Dakhan. The colors are now perhaps a little more brilliant 
than was observable in the memorable examples from the same 
district shewn in the Exhibition of 1851, now in the India 
Museum ; but this brilliance is really due rather to want of age, 
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for the details have* in a high degree, all the varied play of 
color and charm of pattern of the older carpets, and time 
only is required to mellow them to perfection. Two of these 
Coconada or Madras rugs [Nos* 14*205 and 14,430] have been 
lent to the Museum by Mr, Vincent Robinson ; No* 14,430 is of 
a very distinctive pattern, and perhaps the most beautiful known 
of this variety of Indian carpets* Their weavers are Mahom- 
rnedan descendants of Persian settlers* 

The Indian Museum possess the most superb Khorassan and 
Kir man carpets I have ever seen ; and Mr. Vincent Robinson’s 
loans of carpets from Bokhara [No, 23,092], Yarkand and 
other places, are of the highest interest* But I can only notice 
in detail an antique goat’s hair carpet from Khiva [No* 17,409]* 
The ground Is of madder red, decorated with leaves and scrolls, 
and lozenge-shaped forms in red, white, and orange, each lozenge 
being defined by a deep line of indigo blue. The ends termi- 
nate in a fringe* Professor Vimbery states that these rich 
lustrous carpets are made entirely by the nomad women about 
Khiva, the head worker tracing out the design in the desert sand, 
and handing out to her companions the dyed materials of different 
colors as required in the progress of weaving. 

The large Kamadan carpet formerly hung in the India 
Museum, but which has since been removed by its owners, is abso- 
lutely unique in character and style ; and I must at least preserve 
a reference to it here. An irregular lozenge form, a little island 
of bright clustering flowers, of which the prevailing colors are 
red and blue, adorns the centre, while the wide extended ground 
of yellow, in irregular shades, surrounds it like a rippling amber 
sea : and there are blue pieces in the corners, within the broad 
blue border, worked in arabesques. It is a carpet not to be 
laid on a floor, but to be hung in a gallery, to be looked at like 
a golden sunset* It was a sacrilege to remove it from the mosque, 
where it evidently was once spread under the great dome* Beati 
possidentes . 
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Felts, called nammads or namdahs , are largely imported into 
India from Khotan by way of Leh. The felts of Tabriz are 
beautifully ornamented with colored wools felted into them in 
regular arabesque designs. The manufacture of felt is a specialty 
of the town of Jarwal in the Bahraich district of Oudh. It is 
largely made in the Bellary district of Madras. The wool is 
spread out evenly on a kambli or sackcloth, and then it is 
moistened with gum and rolled backwards and forwards with a 
sort of rolling-pin until the layer of wool is all throughly interlaced 
or felted. Dyed wools can in the same way be worked into the 
fabric in decorative patterns of apparently the most complicated* 
character. 

Mats , called chatai , are made all over India. The mats of 
Palghat on the Malabar coast are remarkable for their strength, 
and those of Midnapur, in the Bardwan division of Bengal, are 
admired wherever they are seen for their fineness and the classical 
design of the mosaic-like patterns of stained grass. What are 
called sitapalti mats are made at Mymensing, Bakergnnj and 
Sahabgunj, in the Dacca division of Bengal. At Purniah in the 
Bhagulpur division, mats are made of rnuthi grass; and dorma 
mats are made in Nuddea, the Presidency division of Bengal. 
Sylhet is noted for its ivory mats. 

Apart from the natural beauty of the dyes used, and the know- 
ledge, taste, and skill of the natives of India in the harmonious 
arrangement of colors, the charm of their textile fabrics lies in 
the simplicity and treatment of the decorative details. The knop 
and flower pattern appears universally, but infinitely modified, 
never being seen twice under the same form : and the stf'enti and 
lotus, which have been reduced, through extreme conventionali- 
sation to one pattern. We have beside the shoe flower, and 
parrots [Plate 68], and peacocks, and lions and tigers, and men 
on horseback, or on foot, hunting or fighting. These objects are 
always represented quite flat as in mosaic work, or in draps entaillez , 
and generally symmetrically and in alternation. The symmetrical 
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representation of natural objects in ornamentation, and their 
alternation, seems through long habit to have become intuitive in 
the natives of the East. If you get them to copy a plant, they 
will peg it down flat on the ground, laying its leaves and buds and 
flowers out symmetrically on either side of the central stem, and 
then only will they begin to copy it. If the leaves and flowers of 
the plant are not naturally opposite, but alternate, they will add 
others to make it symmetrical, or at least will make it appear so 
in the drawing. The intuitive feeling for alternation is seen in 
their gardens and heard in their music, and is as satisfactory in 
their music as in their decoration, when heard amid the associa- 
tions which naturally call it forth. When the same form is used 
all over a fabric, the interchange of light and shade, and the effect 
of alternation, are at once obtained by working the ornament 
alternately in two tints of the same color. Each object or 
division of an object is painted in its own proper color, but 
without shades of the color, or light and shade of any kind, so 
that the ornamentation looks perfectly flat, and laid, like a mosaic, 
in its ground. It is in this way that the natural surface of any 
object decorated is maintained in its integrity. This, added to 
the perfect harmony and distribution of the coloring, is the 
specific charm of Indian and Oriental decoration generally. 
Nothing can be more ignorant and ridiculous than the English 
and French methods of representing huge nosegays, or bunches 
of fern leaves tied together by flowing pink ribbons, in light and 
shade, on carpets, with the effect of full relief. One knows not 
where to walk among them. Continually also are to be seen per- 
fectly shaped vases spoiled by the appearance of flowers in full 
relief stuck round them, or of birds flying out from them. Such 
egregious mistakes are never made by the Indian decorative 
artist. Each ornament, particularly in textile fabrics, is generally 
traced round also with a line, in a color which harmonises it with 
the ground on which it is laid. In embroideries with variegated 
silks, for instance, on doth or satin or velvet, a gold or silver 
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thread is run round the outline of the pattern, defining it, and 
giving a uniform tone to the whole surface of the texture. Gold 
is generally laid on purple, or in the lighter kincobs on pink or reck 
An ornament on a gold ground is generally worked round with a 
dark thread to soften the glister of the gold. In carpets, however 
gay in color, a low tone is secured by a general black outline of 
the details. All violent contrasts are avoided. The richest 
colors are used, but are so arranged as to produce the effect of 
a neutral bloom, which tones down every detail almost to the 
softness and transparency ot atmosphere. The gold-broidered 
snuff-colored Cashmere shawl in the collection of the Prince of 
Wales presents this ethereal appearance. Light materials are 
lightly colored and ornamented, heavier more richly, and, in the 
case of apparel, both the coloring and the ornaments are adapted 
to the effect which the fabric will produce when worn and in 
motion. It is only through generations of patient practice that 
men attain to the mystery of such subtleties. It is difficult to 
analyse the secret of the harmonious bloom of Indian textures, 
even with the aid of Chevreul’s prismatic scale. When large 
ornaments are used, they are filled up with the most exquisite 
details, as in the cone patterns on Cashmere shawls. The vice 
of Indian decoration is its tendency to run riot, as in Indian 
arms, but Indian textile fabrics, at least, are singularly free from 
it, and particularly the carpets. They are threatened, as has 
been shewn, by quite another danger. 


Pottery. 


Truest to nature, in the directness and simplicity of its forms, 
and their adaptation to use, and purest in art, of all its homely 
and sumptuary handicrafts is the pottery of India; the unglazed! 
rude earthenware, red, brown, yellow, or grey, made in every 
village, and the historical glazed earthenware of Madura, Sindh, 
and the Pan jab. 

Unglazed pottery is made everywhere in India, and has been 
from before the time of Manu ; and the forms of it shewn on 
ancient Buddhist and Hindu sculptures, and the ancient Bud- 
dhist paintings of Ajanta, are identical with those still everywhere 
thrown from the village handwheels. In the sculptures of 
Bhuvaneswar the form of the kalasa , or water jug, is treated 
with great taste as. an architectural decoration, especially in its 
use as an elegant finial to the temple towers. In the same 
sculptures is seen the form of another water vessel, identical 
with the amriti\ or “ nectar r ’ bottle, sold in the bazaars of Bengal. 

It is impossible to attempt any enumeration of the places 
where unglazed pottery is made, for its manufacture is literally 
universal, and extended over the whole and to every part of India. 
Mr. Baden Powell, however, cites the following places in the 
Panjab as worthy of special mention for their unglazed earthen- 
ware : Amritsar, Cashmere, Dera Ghazi Khan, Dura Ismail Khan, 
Gugranyvalla, Hazara, Hushiarpur, Jhelam, Kangra, Kohat, 
Lahore, Ludhiana, Montgomery, Rawulpindi, and Shahpur. In 
Bengal the village pottery of Sawan in Patna, of Bard wan, of 
Ferozepur in Dacca, and Dina j pur in Raj shah ye are noted : and in 
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Bombay that of Ahmedabad in Gujarat, and of Khanpur in the 
collectorate of Belgaum. 

The principal varieties of Indian fancy pottery made pur- 
posely for exportation are the red earthenware pottery of 
Travancore and Hyderabad in the Deccan, the red glazed 
pottery of Dinapur, the black and silvery pottery of Azimghar 
in the North-Western Provinces, and Surrujgurrah in Bengal 
[Bhagalpur], and imitation hidri of Patna and Surat in Gujarat, the 
painted pottery of Kota in Rajputana, the gilt pottery of Am rob a 
also in Raj put ana, the glazed and unglazed pierced pottery of 
Madura, and the glazed pottery of Sindh and the Panjab* In 
all these varieties of Indian pottery an artistic effect is consciously 
sought to be produced* 

The Azimghar pottery, like most of the art-work of the Be- 
nares district, and eastward, is generally feeble and rickety in form, 
and insipid and in decoration, defects to which its fine 

black color, obtained by baking it with mustard oilseed cake, 
gives the greater prominence* The only tolerable example of it 
I have ever seen is the water-jug in the India Museum, which 
attracts, and in a way pleases, because of the strangeness of look 
given to it by the pair of horn-like handles* The silvery orna- 
mentation is done by etching the pattern, after baking, on the 
surface, and rubbing into it an amalgam of mercury and tin ; 
thus producing the characteristic mawkish and forbidding effect, 
which, however, the unsophisticated potter of Azimghar does not 
attempt to mystify by catling it by any of those artful, advertising 
u cries M wherewith so much ado about nothing is sometimes made 
in English high art galleries. Very different is the glazed pottery 
of Sindh and the Panjab* The charms of this pottery are the 
simplicity of its shapes, the spontaneity, directness, and propriety 
of its ornamentation, and the beauty of its coloring* The first 
thing to be desired in pottery is beauty of form, that perfect 
symmetry and purity of form which is 

Ci When unadorned, adorn’d the most.” 
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When we get it, we desire nothing more for the satisfaction of 
the eye. But for household use pottery must generally be glazed, 
and neither gla ing nor coloring need detract from its dignity or 
comeliness, while they often enhance the delicacy of surface 
necessary for the complete exposition of gracefulness of con figu- 
ration. If any ornamentation is applied, it must be skilfully 
subordinated to the form to which It is superadded, so as not in 
any way to divert attention from it. Nothing can be in worse 
taste, nor, in an aesthetic sense, more wasteful, than to hide a 
lovely form under an excess of foreign ornament. It is really no 
less so to obscure it by producing the effect of birds and flowers 
floating about it, as is unintentionally done in so much English 
pottery* painted in perspective and with shadow • or by wilfully 
producing the illusion of a form dissimilar to the real form orna- 
mented, as in Japanese pottery, in which the attempt is often 
deliberately made to distract the eye by the most violent optical 
surprises and deceits. On the other hand, in the best Indian 
pottery, we always find the reverent subjection of color and 
ornamentation to form, and it is in attaining this result that the 
Indian potter has shewn the true artistic feeling and skill of all 
Indian work masters in his handiwork. The correlation of his 
forms, colors, and details of ornamentation is perfect, and with- 
out seeming premeditation, as if his work were rather a creation 
of nature than of art \ and this is recognised, even in the most 
homely objects, as the highest achievement of artifice. The 
great secret of his mastery is the almost intuitive habit of the 
natives of India of representing natural objects in decoration in 
a strictly conventional manner ; that is to say, symmetrically, and 
without shadow. In this way the outline of the form ornamented 
is never broken. The decoration is kept in subordination to the 
form also by the monotonous repetition of the design applied to 
it, or by the simple alteration of two or, at the most, three 
designs. Also, never more than two or three colors are used, 
and when three colors are used, as a rule, two of them are 
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merely lighter and darker shades of the same color. It is thus 
that the Indian potter maintains inviolate the integrity of form 
and harmony of coloring, and the perfect unity of purpose and 
homogeneity of effect of all his work. The mystery of his con- 
summate work is a dead tradition now : he understands only the 
application of its process; but not the less must it have been 
inspired in its origin by the subtlest interpretation of nature. 
The potter’s art is of the highest antiquity in India, and the un- 
glazed water vessels, made in every Hindu village, are still thrown 
from the wheel in the same antique forms represented on the 
ancient Buddhistic sculptures and paintings. Some of this primi- 
tive pottery is identical in character with the painted vases found 
in the tombs of Etruria, dating from about n.C. 1000. I do not 
suggest any connexion between them ; it is only interesting to 
find that pottery is still made all over India, for daily use, which 
is in reality older than the oldest remains we possess of the 
ceramic art of ancient Greece and Italy. None of the fancy 
pottery made in India is equal in beauty of form to this primitive 
village pottery ; and most of it is utterly insignificant and worth- 
less. The only exception is the gla ed pottery of Madura, and 
of Sindh and the Panjab, which alone of the fancy varieties can 
be classed as art pottery, and as such is of the highest excellence. 

The Madura pottery [Plate 76] is in the form generally of 
water bottles, with a globular bowl and long upright neck ; the 
bowl being generally pierced so as to circulate the air round an 
inner porous bowl. The outer bowl and neck are rudely fretted 
all over by notches in the clay, and are glazed either daik green 
or a rich golden brown. 

The glazed pottery of Sindh [Plates 70-75] is made principally 
at Hala, Hyderabad, Tatta, and Jerruck, and that of the Panjab at 
Lahore, Multan, Jang, Delhi, and elsewhere. 1 The chief places 
for the manufacture of encaustic tiles are at Bulri and Saidpur in 

1 The master potters known to me by name are Jumii, son of Osman the 
Potter Karachi; Mahommed Azim, the Pathan, Karachi; Messrs. Nur 


[Plate 70. 




GLAZED PjTTERY, SINDH. 


39 i 


Plate 71.] 



GLAZED POTTERY, SINDH, 




393 


GLAZED POTTERY, SINDH. 


Pl.ATK 73.] 






[Pf.ATK 7 } 



GLAZED POTTERY, SINDH. 


m 


Plate 75 {bis). 



396 


ENAMELLED TILE. SINDH. 



[Plate 75 



397 


V, ' | 


Pi ATE ;6.j 






GLAZED [SILICIOUSJ POTTERY, IN WHITE AND GLAZED PIERCED POTTERY OF 

BLUE, OF DELHI. MADURA. 


POTTER K 


399 


Sindh. It is said that the invasion and conquest of China by 
Chingiz Khan, 1212, was the event that made known to the rest of 
Asia and Europe the art of glaring earthenware ; but, In fact, the 
Saracens from the first used glared tiles for covering walls, and 
roofs, ard pavements, and of course with a view to decorative 
effect. The use of these tiles had come down to them in an 
unbroken tradition from the times of the “ Temple of Seven 
Spheres/ 1 or Birs-i-Nimrud, at Bor sip pa, near Babylon, of the 
temple of Sakkara in Egypt, and of the early trade between 
China and Egypt, and China and Oman, and the valley of the 
Tigris and Euphrates* Diodorus, describing [after Ctesias] the 
circular wall of the royal palace at Babylon, says: The whole 

portrayed a royal hunting scene, beautified with divers colored 
forms of men and beasts, baked in the clay, and much like unto 
nature * * * , There was Simiramis, killing a tiger, and by her 
side her husband Ninus, piercing his spear through a lion*” 
Glazed tiles had, however, fallen into comparative disuse before 
the rise of the Saracens, and it was undoubtedly the conquests 
of Chingiz Khan, a.d. 1206-1227, which extended their general 
use throughout the nations of Islam, The glazed pottery of the 
Punjab and Sindh probably dates from this period, and, as we 
shall presently see, was directly influenced by the traditions sur- 
viving in Persia of the ancient civilisations of Nineveh and Baby- 
lon* It is found in the shape of drinking cups, and water bottles 
[efi pot and Latin poto, I drink], jars, bowls, plates, and dishes of all 
shapes and sizes, and of tiles, pinnacles for the tops of domes, 
pierced windows, and other architectural accessories. In form, 
the bowls, and jars, and vases may be classified as egg-shaped, 
turband, melon, and onion-shaped, in the latter the point rising 
and widening out gracefully into the neck c-f the vase. They are 
glazed in turquoise, of the most perfect transparency, or in a 

Mahommed, and Kadmil, Hyderabad; Ruttii Wuleed M nghu, Hyderabad ; 
and Peratiu, son of Jmnu, Tatta* Mr. Kipling sends me the name of 
Mahommed Hashim at Multan* 
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rich dark purple, or dark green, or golden brown* Sometimes 
they are diapered all over by the pate-sur-p&ie method, with a 
conventional flower, the seventy or lotus, of a lighter color than 
the ground* Generally they are ornamented with the universal 
knop and flower pattern, in compartments formed all round the 
bowl, by spaces alternately left uncolored and glazed in 
color* Sometimes a wreath of the knop and flower pattern 
is simply painted round the bowl on a white ground [Plate 72]* 

Mr, Drury Fortnum, in his report on the pottery at the Inter 
national Exhibition of 1871, observes of the Sindh pottery: 
u The turquoise blue painted on a paste beneath a glaze, which 
might have been unearthed in Egypt or Phoenicia — a small bottle 
painted in blue or white — is of the same blood and bone as the 
ancient wares of Thebes . . * . But the tiles are very important, 
* * * * They are in general character similar to, although not so 
carefully made as, the Oriental tiles known as Persian, which 
adorn the old mosques of Egypt, Syria, Turkey, and Persia , « , , 
The colours used upon them are rich copper green, a golden 
brown, and dark and turquoise blue * . . * The antiquary, the 
artist, and the manufacturer will do well to study these wares* 
As in their silk and woollen fabrics, their metal work and other 
manufactures, an inherent feeling for and a power of producing 
harmony in the distribution of color and in surface decoration 
exists among the Orientals, which we should study to imitate, if 
not to copy. It is not for Europeans to establish schools of art, 
in a country the productions of whose remote districts are a 
school of art in themselves, far more capable of teaching than 
of being taught/ 1 

It is a rare pleasure to the eye to see in the polished corner 
of a native room one of these large turquoise blue sweetmeat 
jars on a fine Kirman rug of minimum red ground, splashed with 
dark blue and } r eIlow. But the sight of wonder is, when travel- 
ling over the plains of Persia or India, suddenly to come upon 
m encaustic-tiled mosque* It is colored all over in yellow, 
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green, blue, and other hues; and as a distant view of it is 
caught at sunrise, its stately domes and glittering minarets seem 
made of purest gold, like glass, enamelled in azure and green, 
a fairy-like apparition of inexpressible grace and the most 
enchanting splendor. 

In giving the following receipts of the different preparations 
used in enamelling Sindh and Panjab pottery, it is as well to 
say that they are of little practical value out of those countries. 
It will be noted that a great deal is thought, by the native 
manufacturers, to depend on the particular wood, or other fuel 
used, in the baking, which, if it really influences the result, makes 
all attempts at imitating local varieties of Indian pottery futile. 

In the glazing and coloring two preparations are of essential 
importance, namely kanch , literally glass, and sikka, oxides of 
lead. In the Panjab the two kinds of katick used are distin- 
guished as Angrezi kanchi y “ English glaze,” and desi-kanchi , 
“ country glaze.” 

Angrezi kanchi is made of sang-i-safed, a white quartzose rock 
25 parts; sajji y or pure soda, 6 parts; sohaga telia y or pure borax, 
3 parts ; and nausadar or sal ammoniac, 1 part. Each ingredient 
is finely powdered and sifted, mixed with a little water, and made 
up into white balls of the size of an orange. These are red- 
heated, and after cooling again, ground down and sifted. Then 
the material is put into a furnace until it melts, when clean-picked 
shora kalmi \ or saltpetre, is stirred in. A foam appears on the 
surface, which is skimmed off and set aside for use. The desi- 
kanchi is similarly made, of quartzose rock and soda, or quartzose 
rock and borax, or siliceous sand and soda. A point is made of 
firing the furnace in which the kancli is melted with kikar , karir y 
or Cappans wood. 

Four sikka, or oxides of lead, are known, namely, sikka safed \ 
white oxide, the basis of most of the blues, greens, and greys 
used ; sikka zard, the basis of the yellows ; sikka sharbati, litharge ; 
and sikka lal, red oxide. 
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Sikka safed is made by reducing the lead with half its weight 
of tin; sikka zard by reducing the lead with a quarter of its 
weight of tin ; sikka sharbati by reducing with zinc instead of 
tin ; and sikka lal in the same way, oxidising the lead until red. 
The furnace is always heated in preparing these oxides with /hand, 
or Prosopis wood. The white glaze is made with one part of 
kanck and one part sikka safed [white oxide] well ground, sifted, 
and mixed, put into the kanck furnace, and stirred with a ladle. 
When melted, borax in the proportion of two ckittaks to the ser 
[t chittak — ser; i ser - afdbs. avoirdupois] is added. If the 
mixture blackens, a small quantity of shora kalmi, or saltpetre, 
is thrown in. When all is ready, the mixture is thrown into cold 
water, which splits it into splinters, which are collected and kept 
for use. All the blues are prepared by mixing either copper or 
manganese, or cobalt, in various proportions with the above white 
glaze* The glaze and coloring matter are ground together to an 
impalpable powder ready for application to the vessel 

The following are the blue colors used 

I* Firoza, turquoise blue I ser of glaze, and I chittak of 

ckhiltamba , or calcined copper. 

2. Firozi-ahi, pale turquoise , i ser of glaze, and ^ of calcined 

copper. 

3, Nila, indigo blue I ser of glaze, and 4 chittaks of ref a, 

or zaffre (cobalt). 

4 , A sma m , sky blue ^ . 1 ser of glaze, and 1 1 chittak of 

zaffre, 

5, Halka-abi, pale sky blue ,* 1 ser of glaze, and 1 chittak of zaffre* 

6. Kasni, pink or lilac 1 ser of glaze, and r chittak of anjani t 

or oxide of manganese. 

7, Sosni, -violet. .......... ........... 1 ser of glaze, and ij chittak of mixed 

manganese and zaffre. 

8. (Ida, purple or puce 1 ser of glaze, and 2 chittak of mam 

ganese, 

9. Khaki, grey— 1 ser of glaze, and I J chittak of mixed 

manganese and zaffre. 

The riia or zaffre is the black oxide of cobalt found all over 
Central and Southern India, which has been roasted and powdered, 
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mixed with a little powdered flint Another mode of preparing 
the nila y or indigo blue glaze, for use by itself, is to take : 

Powdered flint ..... 4 parts. 

Borax.. ........... ............ ,. 24 ,, 

Red oxide of lead 12 „ 

White quart zose rock ......... ... 7 „ 

Soda ..................... — .. 5 „ 

Zinc ........ 5 ir 

ZalTre. .......... ............. 5 ,, 

All are burnt together in the kanch furnace as before described. 

The yellow glaze used as the basis of the greens is made of 
stkka zard, white oxide 1 ser, and sang safed % a white quartz ose 
rock, or millstone, or burnt and powdered flint, 4 chittaks, to 
which, when fused, 1 chittak of borax is added 

The green colors produced are 

1. Zamrudi , deep green... 1 ser of glaze, and 3 chittaks of chhil 

tamba t or calcined copper. 

2. Safe t full green ...... 1 ser of glaze, and i chittak of 

copper. 

3. Pislaki) or Pistachio (bright) green I ser of glaze, and 1 4 chittak of 

copper. 

4. Dhani , or Paddy (young shoots of 

rice), green I ser of glaze, and chittak of 

copper. 


Another green is produced by burning one ser of copper filings 
with nimak shor , or sulphate of soda. 

The colors, after being reduced to powder, are painted on 
with gum, or gluten. The vessel to receive them is first carefully 
smoothed over and cleaned, and, as the pottery clay is red 
when burnt, it is next painted all over with a soapy, whitish 
engobe — prepared with white clay and borax and Acacia and 
Conocarpus gums— called kharya mufti The powdered colors are 
ground up with a mixture or niskasfa r or gluten and water, called 
mawa until the proper consistence is obtained, when they are 
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painted on with a brush. The vessels are then carefully dried 
and baked in a furnace heated with ber y or Zlzyphus , or, in 
some cases, Capparh wood. The ornamental designs are either 
painted on off-hand, or a pattern is pricked out on paper, which 
is laid on the vessel and dusted with the powdered color along 
the prickings, thus giving a dotted outline of the design, which 
enables the potter to paint it in with all the greater freedom 
and dash. It is the vigorous drawing, and free, impulsive 
painting of this pottery which are among Its attractions. The 
rapidity and accuracy of the w r hole operation is a constant temp- 
tation to the inexperienced bystander to try a hand at it himself 
You feel the same temptation in looking on at any native artificer 
at his work. His artifice appears to be so easy, and bis tools are 
so simple, that you think you could do all he is doing quite as 
well yourself You sit down and try. You fail, but will not be 
beaten, and practise at it for days with all your English energy, 
and then at last comprehend that the patient Hindu handi- 
craftsman’s dexterity is a second nature, developed from father to 
son, working for generations at the same processes and manipu- 
lations. The great skill of the Indian village potter may be 
judged also from the size of the vessels he sometimes throws 
from his wheel, and afterwards succeeds in baking. At Ahme- 
dabad and Baroda, and throughout the fertile pulse and cereal- 
growing, plains of Gujarat, earthen jars, for storing grain, are 
baked, often five feet high ; and on the banks of the Dol Samu- 
dra, in the Dacca division of the Bengal Presidency, immense 
earthen jars are made of nearly a ton in cubic capacity. The clay 
figures of Karttikeya, the Indian Mars, made for his annual festival 
by the potters of Bengal, are often twenty-seven feet in height 
The Indian potter’s 'wheel is of the simplest and rudest kind. 
It is a horizontal fly-wheel, two or three feet in diameter, loaded 
heavily with clay around the rim, and put in motion by the hand ; 
and once set spinning, it revolves for five or seven minutes with a 
perfectly steady and true motion. The clay to be moulded is 
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heaped on the centre of the wheel, and the potter squats down on 
the ground before it A few vigorous turns and away spins the 
wheel, round and round, and still and silent as a “ sleeping” top, 
while at once the shapeless heap of clay begins to grow under the 
potter's hand into all sorts of faultless forms of archaic fictile art, 
which are carried off to be dried and baked as fast as they are 
thrown from the wheel. Any polishing is done by rubbing the 
baked jars and pots with a pebble*. There is an immense demand 
for these water-jars, cooking-pots, and earthen frying-pans and 
dishes. The Hindus have a religious prejudice against using an 
earthen vessel twice, and generally it h broken after the first 
pollution, and hence the demand for common earthenware in all 
Hindu families. There is an immense demand also for painted 
clay idols, which also are thrown away every day after being 
worshipped ; and thus the potter, in virtue of his calling, is an 
hereditary officer in every Indian village. In the Dakhan, the 
potter's field is just outside the village. Near the wheel is a heap 
of clay, and before it rise two or three stacks of pots and pans, 
while the verandah of his hut is filled with the smaller wares and 
painted images of the gods and epic heroes of the Rayamana and 
Mahabharata. He has to supply the entire village community 
with pitchers and cooking pans, and jars for storing grain 
and spices and salt, and to furnish travellers with any of 
these vessels they may require. Also, when the new corn 
begins to sprout, he has to take a water-jar to each field 
for the use of those engaged in watching the crop* But 
he is allowed to make bricks and tiles also, and for these 
he is paid, exclusively of his fees, which amount to between 
4/* and 5/. a year. Altogether he earns between 10 L and 
12/. a year, and is passing rich with it. He enjoys, beside, 
the dignity of certain ceremonial and honorific offices. He bangs 
the big drum, and chants the hymns in honour of /ami , an incar- 
nation of the great goddess Bhavani, at marriages ; and at the 
dawra, or village harvest home festivals, he prepares the barbat 
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or mutton stew, He is, in truth, one of the most useful and 
respected members of the community, and in the happy reli- 
gious organisation of Hindu village life there is no man happier 
than the hereditary potter, or kumbar . 

We cannot overlook this serenity and dignity of his life if 
we would rightly understand the Indian handicraftsman’s work. 
He knows nothing of the desperate struggle for existence which 
oppresses the life and crushes the very soul out of the English 
working man. He has his assured place, inherited from father 
to son for a hundred generations, in the national church and slate 
organisation ; while nature provides him with everything to his 
hand, but the little food and less clothing he needs, and the 
simple tools of the trade. The English working man must 
provide for house rent, coals, furniture, warm clothing, animal 
food, and spirits, and for the education of his children before he 
can give a mind free from family anxieties to his work. But 
the sun is the Indian workman’s co-operative landlord, coal 
merchant, upholsterer, tailor, publican, and butcher- the head 
partner, from whom he gets almost everything he wants, and free 
of all cost but his labor contribution towards the trades union 
village corporation of which he is an indispensable and essential 
member. This at once relieves him from an incalculable dead 
weight of cares, and enables him to give to his work, which is also 
a religious function, that contentment of mind and leisure, and 
pride and pleasure in it for its own sake, which are essential to all 
artistic excellence. 

The cause of all his comfort, of his hereditary skill, and of 
the religious constitution under which his marvellous craftsman- 
ship has been perfected is the system of landed tenure which has 
prevailed in India, and stereotyped the social condition and 
civilisation of the country from the time of the Code of Mann. 
The Indian ryoiwari tenure, or system of peasant proprietorship, 
is first and most simply described in the Bible, in chapter xlvii 
of Genesis. In the seven years of plenty in Egypt, Joseph 
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gathered the fifth part of all the grain grown in those plenteous 
years, and laid it up in the cities ; and when the famine came, in 
the first year he gathered into Pharaoh’s treasury all the money in 
the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan for the corn which 
he sold to the starving people, and when their money failed, all 
their cattle ; and in the second year, when their money was spent, 
and their herds gone, he took from them all their lands, and even 
bought themselves into slavery, and fed them with bread for their 
land and the service of their bodies for that year. Thus the 
whole land of Egypt became the property of king Pharaoh, and 
all the gold and silver of the people beside, and when only their 
bodies were left before him, they were sold in bondage to the 
king. And having swept away the ancient freehold proprietors of 
Egypt, Joseph made a new distribution of the land among the 
husbandmen, requiring them to pay in return one-fifth part of their 
crops as rent or tax into the king’s treasury. This is the regular 
ryotwari tenure, with a very moderate assessment; for whereas 
in most Asiatic countries the assessment generally amounts to 
one-half the crop, Joseph exacted only one-fifth ; and it is not 
surprising, therefore, to find that the children of Israel, who dwelt 
in the land of Goshen, and had in possession the best of the land 
therein, prospered and multiplied exceedingly. The temple en- 
dowments, the lands of the priests, Joseph did not touch. This 
is a peculiarly interesting chapter for Anglo-Indians. In the end, 
only the legends of human pathos survive in history, and Joseph 
is popularly known chiefly in connexion with the story of his 
evil treatment by his brethren, and his touching requital of tenfold 
goodness into their bosoms. He was really the astute and far- 
sighted author of one of the greatest and most successful agrarian 
revolutions on record, beside which the revenue reforms of Todar 
Mai, under Akbar, and the “ Cornwallis [Permanent] Settlement v 
of 1793, and the revenue survey of the North-Western Provinces, 
by Robert Bird, in 1824, shrink into insignificance. The system 
of peasant proprietorship may possibly contribute indirectly to 
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retard the advancement of a country, even where it does not 
conduce directly to the petrifaction of its civilisation, as in India* 
Under it the Hindu ryot has become so strongly attached, by the 
most sacred and deeply rooted ties, to the soil that, rather than 
relinquish his hold on it, he will burden himself and his heirs 
with debt for generations; and gradually, under the Hindu 
practice of inheritance, the holdings become so minutely sub- 
divided, and overburdened by mortgages, that extended cultivation 
and high farming are made almost impossible. Notwithstanding the 
superior education of the Scotch peasantry, and the livelong example 
of the benefits of high farming all around them, it is only in the last 
few years that the “ portioners of the Lothians and the Merse 
have learned to combine together to work their u common lands 
by the steam plough. At this rate the village communities of the 
Dakhan may be expected to postpone the scientific cultivation of 
the limitless arable soil of India to the Greek Kalends It is a 
notable fact that while machinery should have been so readily 
applied in India to the production of textile and other manufac- 
tures^ in which its use is injurious, its introduction in agricultural 
operations, in which it would so incalculably benefit the people, 
has been found impossible* It is quite impossible under the land 
system of the country at present. I remember a steam plough 
being introduced with great idai into the Bombay Presidency* It 
was led in procession into the field, wreathed in roses and all of 
us who went to see it were wreathed with roses, and sprinkled 
with attar „ But it w-as found impossible, utterly, to make any use 
of it. It w T as introduced into a fixed crystallised saero-economlc 
system in which it had no place, unless as a new divinity, and a 
new divinity and an idol it was made. It was put away into the 
village temple, and there, after a time, its great steel share was 
bedaubed red, and worshipped as a god. As a mere question of 
accounts, there can be no doubt of the solvency of India ; but, 
owing to the restricted and imperfect cultivation of its soil, it 
is incapable of supporting the great cost of good government in 
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modern times with the elasticity and buoyancy which would at 
once result from the proper development of its really inexhaustible 
agricultural resources. The country grows rich too slowly, and 
the demands of a scientific government increase on it too rapidly, 
and the reason of it undoubtedly consists in the Indian form of 
peasant proprietorship. Then again, under this system, as it has 
been elaborated in India, there is a great loss of personal and 
national energy. The whole community is provided for ; every 
man in it has his ordered place and provision. There is no 
stimulus to individual exertion, and the mass of the people are 
only too well contented to go on for ever in the same old- 
fashioned conservative ways as their fathers from time immemorial 
before them. In England the law of primogeniture, while so 
hard on younger sons, by throwing them on their own resources, 
to provide for themselves in the free professions, and in commerce 
and the colonies, has had the most beneficial influence on the 
energy of the race, and the growth of the wealth and political 
liberties and power of the country during the last two hundred 
years. Primogeniture, also, has given England a highly cultivated 
and powerful governing class : and every parish in the country 
has its “ King in Israel.” All this may be conceded, and even 
the desirableness, in the last far-off result, of a change in the old 
order of village life in India, to something newer and more 
modern. It is only to be hoped that the inevitable revolution 
will be left alone to the tranquil operation of time, and of the 
economic causes by which the country is being gradually affected 
through its connexion with England . 1 Perhaps the first forward 
1 Virgil’s maxim in the Georgia [ii 412] has become famous : 

“ Laudato ingentia rura, 

Lxiguum colito. ,, 

Pliny, who alludes to these lines with approval, ascribes, indeed, the ruin of 
Italy to large estates. While proprietors were restricted by law to small 
holdings, and themselves cultivated their own farms, there was an abundance 
of provisions without the importation of grain, and the Republic could always 
command the services of a bold peasantry, their country’s pride. But in after 
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step in the new departure will be taken by the much abused 
village soukar, or banker. The ryat r the pet lamb fatted up for the 
revenue commissioner’s knife, is protected by the paternal Govern- 
ment against all others having a claim on his fleece . 1 The Govern- 

ages, when the property in the soil became engrossed by a few, and their over- 
grown estates were worked by slaves, Rome was forced to depend on other 
countries, both for food and to recruit her armies.— * 4 Modum agri m primis 
servandum antiqui putavere. Quippe ita censebant, satius esse minus serere, 
ct melius arare. Qua in sententia et Virgilium fuisse video. Verumque con- 
fute ntibus latifundia perdidere Italiam : jam vero et provincial Sex domini 
semissem African possidebant, cum interfecit eos Nero prince ps.” — Lib. xviii 
cap. vL The whole of the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth chapters of this book 
are of remarkable interest to readers of Indian experience. Compare also 
Thirl waifs Greece , ii 34 ; Diodorus, i 79 \ and Plutarch’s .Solon and Cmsar. 
Greece and Italy wonderfully explain India, while a knowledge of India 
enables us to quicken the pages of Greek and Roman history with vivid life. 
At every turn in the Maratha country, in the Till ty mawnls, the wayfarer comes 
on the bed of some mountain stream tufted all along its banks, and all over 
the little green cyots lying amid its waste of pebbles, with mixed tamarisk and 
sweet-scented oleander* which carry the beholder back at once to the Ilissus 
and wooded slopes of Mount HymettUS. The lovely blushing oleanders are 
alwa) r s found to shade some pure clear pool left by the river in its summer 
flood, at which the gentle maidens and comely matrons of the neighbouring' 
village are filling their water jars, forming 

* l . . .a group that’s quite antique. 

Draped lightly, loving, natural, and Greek w ; 

as in the painting, on the Rogers Vase, of the women of Athens filling their 
pitchers at the fair flowing fountains of Callirrhoe. 

1 The outcry against the village usurer is as ancient as the settlement of the 
land in the East. The fifth chapter of Nehemiah might be read as an extract from 
the Report of the Deccan Ryots Commission j and Nehemiah, in his paternal 
interposition between the Jewish cultivators and the Jewish usurers, is seen to 
have been actuated by exactly the same spirit as an Indian Civilian. Turning to 
the usurers, he addressed them : “It is not good that ye do, ... 1 likewise, and 
my brethren, and my servants [the Revenue Commissioner and Collectors and 
their Assistants], might exact of them [the ryots] money and corn - I pray you, 
let us leave off this usury. Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their 
lands, their vineyards, their olive-yards, and their houses, also the hundredth part 
of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them. 
Then said they, We will restore them, and will require nothing of them ; so 
will we do as thou gayest. Then I called the priests, and took an oath of 
them, that they should do according to this promise. Also I shook iay lap, 
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ment has only mercilessly to leave him alone with his secular 
enemy, the soukar , and the village fields would probably soon 
pass from the poor peasant proprietor to the rich banker, and, 
held in fee simple, might at last be cultivated with the fullest 
advantage to the landlord and the State. Of course, under such 
a system of unrestricted competition for the soil the communal 
villages would disappear. The ryot wan tenure is very like free- 
hold, but as it, in benevolence to the ryot, allows him to retain 
his lands as long as he pays the assessment on them, although he 
may never cultivate them, it so far restricts the transfer and proper 
cultivation of the land. Also, among an ignorant peasant popula- 
tion, the periodical revision of the assessment, paternally devised 
in the ryot’s own interest, only serves to make him uncertain of 
the fixity of his tenure, and thus to restrict the improvement of his 
property* Even the annual settlement, which is not made to 
reassess the land, but to determine the amount of remission to be 
made for bad crops, and fields not cultivated, leads to the same 
result, and to unsettlement of mind and ill-will toward the 
Government The ryot schemes through all the year, even 
against his own best interest, to swell the remissions as much as 
possible, and is never quite satisfied with the amount actually 
allowed him. The whole of this indictment against the ryotwari 
tenure, prevailing over the greater part of India, may be con- 
ceded, but we owe to it the conservation through every political 
change of the primitive arts of India, and when it becomes dis- 
organised and perishes, they too will sink and pass away for ever. 
Popular art cannot exist in the face of the stark competition ever 
fomented by the development of external commerce in all things, 


and said, So God shake out every man from his house, and from his labour, 
that per form eth not this promise, even thus be he shaken out, and emptied. 
And all the congregation said Amen, and praised the Lord,”-— Nehemiah 
v. 9-13. Nehemiah acted, indeed, on the ruling idea of the Indian Civilians 
that there should be no one between the Government and the ryots who 
cultivated the land, and paid the assessment thereon. 
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including the possession of the soil, to which competition some 
theorists would sacrifice even national existence. We have already 
seen this in England. In the fifteenth century that agrarian revo- 
lution began in this country which, in the end, accumulated 
the national lands in the hands of comparatively few proprietors. 
It was then that the old rural townships began to fail in the com- 
petition with the foreign importations drawn to London ; and 
more and more extended pasture fanning became necessary 
to supply the wool, woollen fabrics, skin, hides, leather, and 
cheese for exportation to the Continent Under the growing 
pressure of competition for the land, Henry VIII was tempted 
to the suppression of the monasteries, and the secularisation of 
their property led gradually to the general extinction of the old 
rural communities, in whose existence was now involved the whole 
tradition of democratic culture and the continuity of popular 
progress in England. Still one-third of the country was held in 
copyhold at the beginning of the seventeenth century. But just 
then began our great commerce round the Cape of Good Hope 
with India, and the investment of the fortunes made in it in land ; 
and thus at length the self-dependent peasant proprietors were 
everywhere swept away, and with them the last refuge of the 
popular arts in England. There can in fact be no popular arts 
without popular traditions, and traditionary arts can arise only 
among a people whose social and municipal institutions are based 
in perpetuity on a democratic organisation of their inherent right 
and property in the national soil, such as is secured to the 
people of India by the ryoiwart tenure. This it is which has 
created for them the conditions of society, so picturesque in its 
outward aspects, so unaffected and fascinating in its inner life, in 
which the arts of India originated, and on the permanence of 
which their preservation depends. For leagues and leagues round 
the old Maratha cities of Poona and Sattara stretch fields of 
corn and pulse and oil grains and deep dyeing flowers, the 
livelier verdure of the rice fields following the courses of the 


POTTERY. 


4i 3 


irriguous nullahs like a green thread wrought in gold ; and 
rich orchards, and high groves of mango mark the sites of the 
villages hidden in their shade. Glad with the dawn the men come 
forth to their work, and glad in their work they stand all through 
the noontide, singing at the well or shouting as they reap and 
plough ; and when the stillness and the dew of evening fall upon 
the land like the blessing and the peace of God, the merry-hearted 
men gather with their cattle; in long winding lines, to their 
villages again. Slowly, over all the wide champaign, the black 
lines shrink and disappear into the lengthening shadows of the 
mango-trees, and the day is closed in night. Thus day follows 
day, and the year is crowned with gladness. It is in the contempla- 
tion of such scenes as these that the Englishman in India drinks 
deep of the bliss of knowing others blest. Do they not truly 
realise that life of contentment in moderation which is the 
favorite theme of Horace ? Here is no 

“ Indigent starveling among mighty heaps .” 1 
The accumulation of immoderate wealth is impossible, 

“Yet far aloof is irksome poverty.” 

And are not these the conditions under which popular art and 
song have everywhere sprung, and which are everywhere found 
essential to the preservation of their pristine purity? To the 
Indian land and village system we altogether owe the hereditary 
cunning of the Hindu handicraftsman. It has created for him 
simple plenty, and a scheme of democratic life, in which all are 
coordinate parts of one undivided and indivisible whole, the 
provision and respect due to every man in it being enforced 
under the highest religious sanctions, and every calling per- 
petuated from father to son by those cardinal obligations on 

1 I quote Horace in Mr. Thornton’s translation, the attraction of which, for 
those who have ceased to be at home in classical Latin, lies in the felicity 
with which, while literal, it preserves the grace and harmony of the original 
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which the whole hierarchy of Hinduism hinges. India has 
undergone more religious and political revolutions than any other 
country in the world ; but the village communities remain in 
full municipal vigor all over the Peninsula. Scythian, Greek, 
Saracen, Afghan, Mongol, and Maratha have come down from 
its mountains, and Portuguese, Dutch, English, French, and Dane 
up out of its seas, and set up their successive dominations in 
the land ; but the religious trades ‘union villages have remained 
as little affected by their coming and going as a rock by the rising 
and falling of the tide ; and there, at his daily work, has sat the 
hereditary village potter amid all these shocks and changes, 
steadfast and unchangeable for 3,000 years, Macedonian, Mongol, 
Maratha, Portuguese, Dutch, English, French and Dane of no 
more account to him than the broken potsherds lying round his 
wheel. 

I have gone thus fully into the Indian village potter’s 
surroundings and antecedents because it is only by a chronological 
and historical reduction and a right knowledge of its economical 
conditions that we can get at all profitably at the origin of an 
art. It need not be said how much an intelligent study of the 
influences under which the arts of India have been produced and 
are sustained will help to a fuller understanding of the origin and 
development of Indo-European art generally. The languages and 
mythologies of the Indo-European nations were never recognised 
to be one, until the key to their unity was found in the sacred 
language and religion of the Hindus, and the scientific investiga- 
tion of Indian art will not fail to lead to profitable, and perhaps 
even surprising, results. 

The enamelled pottery of Sindh and the Panjab is a sumptuary 
and not a village art, and is probably not older than the time of 
Cenghiz Khan. In all the imperial Mogol cities of India where 
it is practised, especially in Lahore and Delhi, the tradition 
is that it was introduced from China, through Persia, by the 
Afghan Mongols, through the influence of Tamerlane’s Chinese 


POTTERY . 


4i5 


wife ; and it is stated by independent European .authorities that 
the beginning of ornamenting the walls of mosques with colored 
tiles in India was contemporary with the Mongol conquest of 
Persia. But in Persia the ancient art of glazing earthenware 
had come down in an almost unbroken tradition from the 
period of the greatness of Chaldsea and Assyria, and the name 
kasi, by which the art is known in Persia and India, is probably 
the same Semitic word, kas, glass, by which it is known in Arabic 
and Hebrew, and carries us back direct to the manufacture of 
glass and enamels, for which “ great Zidon ” was already famous 
1,500 years before Christ The pillar of emerald in the temple 
of Melcarth, at Tyre, which Herodotus describes as shining 
brightly in the night, “ can,” observes Kenrick, “hardly have 
been anything else than a hollow cylinder of green glass, in which, 
as at Gades, a lamp burnt perpetually. ” The designs used for 
the decoration of this glazed pottery in Sindh and the Panjab 
also go to prove how much it has been influenced by Persian 
examples, and the Persian tradition of the ancient art of Nineveh 
and Babylon. The “ knop and flower ” pattern, which we all 
know in Greek art as the “ honeysuckle and palmette ” pattern, 
appears in infinite variations on everything. 

The old glazed tiles to be seen in India are always from 
Mahommedan buildings, and they vary in style with the period 
to which the buildings on which they are found belong ; from the 
plain turquoise blue tiles of the earlier Pathan period, a.d. 1193- 
1254, to the elaborately-designed and many-colored tiles of the 
latter part of the great Mogol period, a.d. 1556-1750. Where- 
ever also the Mahommedans extended their dominion they would 
appear to have developed a local variety in these tiles. The 
India Museum has some remarkable examples of glazed tiles 
from the ruins of Gaur, the old Mahommedan capital of Bengal, 
which was erected into a separate kingdom almost simultaneously 
with Delhi itself. Mahomed Bakhtiar, the conqueror of Bihar, 
under Katub-ud-din, became, a.d. 1203, first king of the dynasty, 
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which ruled there until the state was absorbed into Ak bar's vast 
empire, a.d. 1573* But the city of Gaur was a famous capital 
of the Hindus long before it was taken possession of by the 
Mahommedan s. The Sena and Bellala dynasties seem to have re- 
sided there, and no doubt, says Ml Fergusson \Hhtory of Indian 
Architecture , pp. 546, et scq. ] adorned it with temples and edifices 
worthy of their fame. Be this as it may, some of the oldest of the 
India Museum Gaur tiles are not of any style of Mahommedan 
glazed tiles known elsewhere in India, and have a marked Hindu 
character, quite distinct from the blue, and diapered, and banded tiles 
which are distinctive of Mahommedan manufacture elsewhere in 
India, before the florid designs of the Mogol period came into 
vogue. It is quite possible therefore that enamelled pottery was 
made in India long anterior to the age of Cenghiz Khan. It 
would be well to examine any ruins about the Sena capital of 
Nuddea for old tiles to compare with those of Gaur. It is not 
at all improbable that in a country of brick architecture like 
Bengal glazed bricks were used by the Buddhists and Hindus for 
ages before the Mahommedan conquest. 

The Bombay School of Art Pottery we owe chiefly to the 
exertions of Mr, George Terry, the enthusiastic superintendent 
of the school, who has a quick sympathy with native art 
He has introduced some of the best potters from Sindh, and 
the work Mr. Terry’s pupils turn out in the yellow glaze in 
Bombay is now with difficulty distinguishable from the indigenous 
pottery of Sindh, It is only to be identified by its greater finish, 
which is a fault. The School of Art green and blue pottery always 
betrays its origin by some inherent defect in the glaze or clay used. 
Mr. Terry has also developed two original varieties of glazed pottery 
at Bombay, the designs in one being adapted with great know- 
ledge and taste from the Ajanta cave paintings, and the popular 
mythological paintings of the Bombay bazaars ; while in the other 
they are of his, or his pupils’ own inspiration, and derived from 
leaf and flower forms. Examples of all these varieties of the 
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Bombay School of Art Pottery, of the imitation Sindh and the 
Terry ware, have been put together in a separate case in the India 
Museum, The glazed pottery which comes from Bombay of 
Sindhian designs on Chinese and Japanese jam and pickle pots 
are a violation of everything like artistic and historical consistency 
in art, and if they are not ignorant productions of the pupils of 
the School of Art they are a most cruel slander on them* It is 
such eccentricities as these which have led people to doubt the 
utility of establishing English schools of art in India. 

But if it is an unpardonable error to darken by the force and 
teaching of English schools of art, and the competition of Govern- 
ment jails, and other state institutions and departments in India, 
the light of tradition by which the native artists in gold and silver, 
brass and copper, and jewelry, and in textiles and pottery, work, 
it is an equal abuse of the lessons to be taught by such an 
exhibition of the master handicrafts of India as the India Museum 
presents for the manufacturers of Birmingham, and Manchester, 
and Staffordshire, to set to work to copy or imitate them. Of 
late years the shop windows of Regent Street and Oxford Street 
have been filled with electrotype reproductions of Burmese, Cash- 
mere, Lucknow, Kutch, and Madras silver and gold work, along 
with Manchester, Coventry, and Paisley imitations of Indian 
chintzes, kincohs, and shawls. Porcelain vases and tea services 
may also be seen covered all over with the Cashmere cone pattern 
copied literally in the gaudiest colors from some Cashmere shaw l 
This is simply to deprave and debase English manufactures 
and English taste. No people have by nature a truer feeling for 
art than Englishmen and women of all classes, or purer elements 
of a national decorative style and methods; and the right and 
fruitful use of looking at superb examples of Indian jewelry, 
tapestries, and pottery, is not to make literal counterfeits of them, 
but to kindle the sense of wonder and imagination in ourselves 
to nobler achievements in our own Indigenous industrial arts. 
Art at second hand is already art in its decay \ while nothing 
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serves to maintain its perennial spontaneity and purity like the 
inspiration which comes of the contemplation of the best 
examples of foreign art. English manufacturers should visit the 
India Museum, not to slavishly plagiarise, but to receive into 
their breasts a stimulating and elevating influence from the light 
and life of a traditional art still fresh and pure, as at its first 
dawning two or three thousand years ago on the banks of the 
ancient Indus, the mystic Saraswati, and sacred Ganges. 


The Knop and Flower Pattern. 


In the Introduction to the Handbook to the British Indian 
Section at the Paris Universal Exhibition of 1878, I have briefly 
traced the development of civilisation in the course of the 
Aryan migration southward into Persia and India, and westward 
through Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, Spain, Germany, &c, and 
France to the British Isles ; and in the Semitic and other lands 
which the to-and-fro trade between the Arabian and Mediter- 
ranean seas had to cross in consequence of the interposed 
obstruction of the Isthmus of Suez, about half way down the 
southern coastline of the Euro- Asian continent, or litus Arianunu 
It is shewn how this line of coast and overland intercommuni- 
cation between the East and West Aryas was subject to be 
constantly interrupted by the incursions of Scyths, Mongols, and 
other Turkish hordes, but how the trade by it still went on even 
after the Ottoman Turks had established their dominion between 
the Tigris and Euphrates, the Nile, and the Danube, and was 
only discarded on the discovery of the ocean way round Africa 
to the East. This was but 400 years ago, and for 3,000 
years before, the road between India and the Mediterranean 
countries had been through the Tigris and Euphrates valley, 
and the valley of the Nile. From the time of Alexander, and 
through all the time of the Ptolemies and Seleucidoe, and under 
the Roman Empire, until Egypt, Syria, and Persia were 
conquered by the Saracens, the intercourse between India 
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and Greece through Persia* Assyria* Syria, and Egypt was 
unbroken and intimate. Although interrupted at first, it again 
revived under the Saracens* and* under the Ottoman Turks, was 
finally suspended only after the Portuguese had obtained 
possession of Ormuz. Even then the Armenians continued, 
as they have to the present day, the local intercourse between 
India and Assyria and Western Asia ; going to India and 
purchasing goods on the spot, and returning with them to Bandar 
Abbas, Ispahan, Baghdad, Mosul, and Tabriz. 

This is quite sufficient to account for the remarkable affinity 
between Assyrian and Indian decorative art* and the frequent 
identity of their ornamental details ; which, in turn, prove the 
continuity and intimacy of the commercial intercourse between 
India and Assyria. Of course the general affinity between Indian 
and Assyrian art may be in part due to the common Turanian 
substratum, and common Aryan inspiration of Indian and Assyrian 
civilisation. When the Ary as made their way through Afghanis- 
tan and Cashmere into the Pan jab, they found the plains of the 
Upper Indus already occupied by a Turanian race, which they 
indeed easily conquered, but which, as the caste regulations of 
the Code of Mann prove, was far superior to themselves in 
industrial civilisation. These aborigines already worked in 
metal and stone, and wove woollen, cotton, and linen stuffs, knew 
how to dye them* and to embellish their buildings with paintings : 
the descriptions of Megasthenes prove that, even at its highest 
development, Hindu civilisation was more Turanian than Aryan : 
and the pre-Aryan Turanian civilisation of India must have been 
similar to the pre-Semitic Turanian civilisation of Babylonia, 
Chaldaea, and Assyria, and probably preceded it. All that is 
monstrous in the decorative forms of Indian and Assyrian art* all 
that is obscene in Indian symbolism, is probably derived from 
common Turanian sources* anterior to direct commercial inter- 
course between India and Assyria. But, when we find highly 
artificial and complicated Indian decorative designs identical in 
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form and detail with Assyrian, we feel sure that the one must 
have been copied from the other, and indeed there can be no 
doubt that the Indian ornamental designs, applied to and derived 
directly from sculpture, which are identical with Assyrian, were 
copied from the monuments of Assyria ; Egyptian, of course, 
from Egypt. We cannot trust alone to the allusions, references, 
or even descriptions of the Bible, Homer, and the Ramaya- 
na and Mahabarata to identify the art manufactures of India with 
those of Assyria, Phoenicia, and Egypt ; by themselves they 
indicate generic likeness only ; and their specific identity can be 
demonstrated only by a comparison of the actual remains of 
ancient art, and of its carved and painted representations on 
contemporary monuments. But when this identity has been 
proved from the monuments and other remains, the Bible, 
Homer, the Ramayana and Mahabharata, and Pliny are 
invaluable, in that they enable us to complete our information on 
the sure and certain foundation so laid ; and to the picture thus 
composed of the early civilisation of the world we are justified 
in giving color and motion from the strictly traditional, still 
living, civilisation of India. 

The Bible, and Homer, and the Greek poets generally, are full 
of idyllic scenes from the life of ancient Greece, Syria, and Egypt, 
which are still the commonplaces of the daily life of the natives of 
India, who have lived apart from the corruptions of European 
civilisation. There are many passages also directly illustrating the 
handicrafts of the ancients. In Proverbs xxx, attributed to 
Solomon about b.c. 10 15-975, we read the praise of a good 
wife : — “ She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with 
her hands. She is like the merchant’s ships, she bringeth her 
food from afar. She riseth up while it is yet night, and giveth 
meat [bread] to her household. * * * She considereth a field 
and buyeth it; with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vine- 
yard. * * * She perceiveth that her merchandise is good : her 
candle goeth not out by night. She layeth her hand to the 
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spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. * * * She is not afraid 
of the snow for her household ; for all her household are clothed 
with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings of tapestry : her cloth- 
ing is silk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when 
he sitteth among the elders of the land. She maketh fine linen 
and selleth it ; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength 
and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to 
come. * * * Her children rise up and call her blessed ; 
her husband also, and he praiseth her. * * * Favour is 
deceitful and beauty vain, but a woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and 
let her own work praise her in the gates. ” And in Exodus 
xxxvi 30-35, about b.c. 1500, we read of Bezaleel and 
Aholiab, the master craftsmen of the first Temple: — “And 
Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the Lord hath called 
by name Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah; and He hath filled him with the spirit of God in 
wisdom, in understanding, and knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship; and to devise curious works, to work in gold, 
and in silver, and in brass, and in the cutting of stones to set 
them, and in carving of wood to make any manner of cunning work 
And He hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he and 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. Them 
hath He filled with wisdom of heart to work all manner of work 
of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the 
embroiderer, in blue and in purple, and in scarlet, and in fine 
linen, and of the weaver, even of them that do any work, and 
of those that devise cunning work.” These passages [and there 
are numbers of the same description in Homer and Aristo- 
phanes] are sufficient to prove the close affinity of the primitive 
Hindu civilisation of India, in the simplicity and beauty of 
its life, the profound religiousness of its animating spirit, and 
also in the identity of many of its industrial arts, with the 
civilisations of Assyria. Phoenicia, and Egypt, and with that of 
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Greece in the heroic age, at least • while even in the midst of the 
growing corruptions of imperial Rome we find that Augustus 
Cresar brought up the females of his family and household on 
the antique model, and wore no clothing but such as had been 
made by their hands. 

The researches of Mr. Fergus son have shewn that stone 
architecture in India does not begin before the end of the third 
century b.c. He has also drawn attention to the similarity in 
ground plan, and in some instances in elevation, of Indian 
temples to Assyrian and Egyptian. He observes that if the 
description given by Josephus of the temple at Jerusalem, as 
rebuilt by Herod, be read with apian such as that of Tinnevelly, 
it is impossible to escape the conviction that their coincidences 
are not wholly accidental . 1 In their grandeur and splendour 
of detail and in the labour bestowed on them for labour's sake, 
the resemblance between the temples of Egypt and Madras 
is most remarkable. Not less startling are the traces of Assyrian 
art in these temples, and Mr. Fergusson expresses the opinion 
that, if we are to trust to tradition or to mythology or to ethno- 
logical coincidences, it is rather to the valley of the Tigris 
and Euphrates than to the banks of the Nile that we should 
look for the incunabula of what are found in Southern India. 
The minor arts of Madras are palpably derived from the 
temple architecture and ornamentation of that Presidency. 
A Madras silver incense-stickhoider belonging to Air. W. 
G. S. V* FitzGerald, formed of an antelope hunted by a 

1 The resemblance which the sanctuaries of some of these Southern Indian 
temples bear to the Holy of Holies of the Temple of Jerusalem is obvious. 
In the great temple of Chillimbamin the object of worship is vacuum [suttya* 
lay a]. There are numerous images of the Furamc gods to be found in the 
subsidiary shrines, but the shrine of the temple is only empty space. It is 
enclosed by a superb structure of sandal -wood, profusely decorated with gold 
and silver plates, A thick curtain, gloriously embroidered, screens the in- 
terior from all human sight save that of the high priest only, who is permitted 
to enter it but once in every year. 
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dog along a conventional flower stalk, and taken from the 
sculptures common on all Madras temples, is identical with 
some of the representations of hunting scenes on the Assyrian 
monuments given in Rawlinson’s Ancient Monarchies. In 
this it is clear that India is the .copyist. The knop and flower, 
or cone and flower, pattern is represented, with local varia- 
tions, on early Indian monuments in the same form and general 
style as on the marbles of Assyria and in the Bharhut sculptures, 
at least, the lotus is repeatedly represented in the identical half 
conventional form in which we find it in the hieroglyphic 
paintings of Egypt. Here again it is obviously India which has 
copied from Assyria. It is quite possible, however, that some 
of the very forms in India which can be proved to be copied 
from Assyrian temples and palaces may have originally been 
carried into Egypt and Assyria on Indian cotton or woollen 
fabrics and jewelry. 

The knop and flower paUern commonly found on Sindh 
pottery [i] is identical with the knop and flower pattern [2] on 



the Koyunjik palace doorway, figured in Rawlinson’s Ancient 
Monarchies , vol. i, p. 417. In the same volume, at page 493, is 
a circular breast ornament [3], on a royal robe, from a sculpture 
at Nimrud. Here the cone does not alternate with a lotus 
flower, but with the fan-like head of the Horn. Nor is the cone 
a lotus bud, but a larger representation of the fruit of the Horn. 
In a common form of Persian plate [4], which may [chiefly because 
of the circular shape of the two objects] be compared with 
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this breast ornament, the cone is developed into a form conical 
in shape, but Hom-Mkt in detail, and the flower is metamor- 
phosed into a strange Chinese style of scroll. That it is the 



knop and flower pattern is proved beyond dispute by the curved 
line which unites the base of the knop with the base of the 
dower, and which is found surviving in ornaments derived from 
this pattern when almost every other trace of it has disappeared. 
A modification, in point, of this pattern is repeated on the inner 
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border of the plate. A very beautiful variation of the pattern 
is one of the commonest seen on Sindh tiles [3], in which the knop 
has become the regular Saracenic cone, and the flower is not the 
head of the Horn , or lotus, but a full-blown iris. On Delhi and 
Cashmere shawl borders [6] the Afa/w-head-like flower often looks 
very like the tl Shell ” on Renaissance mouldings. On these 
shawl borders the knop and flower are often also combined [7], 
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the knop becoming the cone or cypress-like trunk of a tree, 
the branches of which fan out like the fronds of the Horn . In 
some Indian and Persian carpets the knop or 
cone throws out graceful Horn fronds, one on 
either side, from the ends of which hangs a large 
flower, presenting the alternation of a branch- 
ing cone and flower. Every other branching 
cone is also, as it were, upside down, so that 
we get a winding floriated line running in and 
out between each cone and flower. When the 
cone is large it is filled in with floral detail, as in 
Cashmere shawls, the characteristic decoration of which is the 
last bright consummate inflorescence of the original Egyptian and 
Assyrian knop and flower pattern. A few engravings [8 to 19] are 
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added from Owen Jones' Grammar of Ornament \ to shew the 
modification of this pattern in Egyptian, Assyrian, Greek,, Italian, 
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Renaissance and Indian art. The Greek 44 honey-suckle and 
palmette” scroll [13] is simply the knop and flower, as are 
the Renaissance “ shell ” [14], and the ft tongue and dart/' 
and 44 egg and tongue w patterns of classical mouldings. Long 
ago Mr, Fergus son pointed out [in his Illustrated Handbook of 
Architecture voL i 3 p. 7] that on the “ lat n at Allahabad, the 
necking [20], immediately below the capital, represents with 
considerable purity the honeysuckle ornament of the Assyrians, 
which the Greeks borrowed from them with the Ionic order. 



Its form is derived originally from the Date Hom> but it really 
represents, conventionally, a flowering lotus, as the Eharhut 



sculptures [21, 22] enable us to determine. The H reel and 
bead ” pattern running along the lower border of the necking 
represents the lotus stalks. One Chinese modification [23] of 
the knop and flower pattern is very significant. The flower 
is here a pomegranate, and the cones have become green pome- 
granate buds ; but, instead of being in their original Assyrian 
places, they are attached to the edge of the vermilion corolla, 
one on each side, while their old places are filled by a panel 
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formed by the curved lines, which should have joined the flower 
to the bud, running down between the 
flowers in parallel lines to the lower edge 
of the patterned border. 

The Assyrian breast ornament figured by 
Canon Rawlinson proves that the fan-like 
pattern throwing off its long stalked cones, 
arranged alternately round the border with 
the larger cones, is the head of the Horn, 
represented in the centre, and a multitude of 
representations of the Horn in Kawl in son’s 
Ancient Monarchies and Herodotus, and on 
old Saracenic and Sicilian brocades [24] prove that it is the 




date-tree, and that the long-stalked cones flourished out from 
it, and the large cones which alternate with it round the border 
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of this breast ornament, are great clusters of dates, highly 
conventionalised* These cones are sometimes replaced by 
pomegranates, and, strange to say, the tree of life represented 
on modern Yarkand rugs is always a pomegranate tree* The 
cone figured by Canon Rawlinson, voh ii, p* 212, as a pine- 
apple is clearly a bunch of dates bursting from its spathe, This 
cone appears on late Italian and early Renaissance 'brocades [25] 
crowned, with flames rising from the crown, and alternating 
with oak leaves, from which long-stalked acorns are represented 
issuing forth like the cones from the 
trunk and head of the date Horn * 

The original Horn was the Sanskrit Soma, 
Sarcostemma viminah, vel brevis tigma, a 
leafless [the rudimentary leaves are scarcely 
visible] scandent asclepiad, with its flowers 
collected in umbels, fan -like en silhouette f a 
native of the southern slopes of the Cash- 
mere Valley and Hindu Kush, the fermented 
juice of which was the first intoxicant of 
the Aryan race* It is still used as an 
intoxicant by the Brahmans, and the succulent stalks are chewed 
by weary wayfarers to allay their thirst* It is admirably 
represented on the Assyrian sculptures [26]; and in R awl in son’s 
Anamt Monarchies , vol* ii, p. 236, it is figured twined very 
characteristically [27], although highly conventionally, about the 
date tree, forming the Tree of Life/* Asherah , or a grove/' sacred 
to Assbur, the Supreme Deity of the Assyrians, the Lord and 
Giver of life. Canon Rawlinson notices the resemblance of 
the limn head to the Greek honeysuckle ornament, and adds, 
“ I suspect that the so-called * flower J honeysuckle) was 
in reality a representation of the head of a palm-tree*” 
The accompanying Greek ornament [2S] from the vase of 
Nicosthenes is obviously derived from the Assyrian form of the 
tree of life* Possibly the date was substituted for the original 
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Horn in Assyria, in consequence of the Aryas finding that they 
could not naturalise the true Horn plant, or because the date 



yields a more abundant intoxicating juice. Its fruit, also, 
would become the staff of life in the region of the Euphrates 
Valley, and hence would naturally be con- 
secrated to Asshur, as the “ Tree of Life.” 

Later, the vine took its place in Asia 
Minor and Greece, As the “Tree of 
Life” is associated in the Bible with the 
Serpent and the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, which brought death 
into the world, so, it is very suggestive to 
see in Rawlinson, vol. ii, p. 167, the date Horn arranged alter- 
nately with a serpent-encircled cypress [29], in the scene in 
which an Assyrian king is feasting his queen in a bower (gloriette) 
of the royal gardens. 

In Egypt the knop and flower were represented by the date 
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palm and its fruit, by the lotus and its bud, and by the lotus 
flower and a bunch of grapes, or the lotus flower and a bull's 
head ; sometimes the flower by the papyrus head. In Owen 



Jones' Grammar of Ornament , Plate 4, Fig. 6, the ornament [30], 
which looks like a lotus-headed form of some 
sort is proved to be a date, by the rippled 
mass of red and green hanging down one 
side of it, representing the ripe fructification 
of the date bursting from its spathe. That 
the ripple is taken from the zig-zag of the 
branching date stalks, any botanist will see. 
On the monuments, the Phoenician Venus 
Chiun [Amos v. 26] is shewn, presenting 
snakes to Remphan or Moloch, the Author 
of Death, and lotus flowers to Khem, the 
Author of Life, on whose altar we find the 
Tree of Life represented by a Loto-Papyro- 
3 ° Palmheaded plant form, with a Cyprus form, 

evidently derived from the lotus bud, on either side, and guarded 
by the cabiri, which suggested to the Hebrews the Cherubim, placed 
at the East of the Garden of Eden, to keep the way of the Tree of 
Life, and to the Greeks “the dog” Cerberus, that guarded the 
entrance to Hades. The Tree of Life is represented throughout 
Greek and Roman and Italian and Renaissance art. It is still 
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represented on the commonest Spanish and Portuguese earthen- 
ware by a green tree that looks exactly like a Noah’s ark tree; 
but it invariably springs from two curved horns, which betray the 
secret. In India the knop and dower change like the transforma- 
tions of a dream. Indeed, in Hindu art imagination is let loose 
as in a dream. In the Amravati and Bharhut sculptures the 
transformations go on under your eye, and reveal the whole 
mystery. The cone is generally the lotus bud, and the elephant 
is never represented in carved stone without it in its trunk. 
Sometimes the cone of budding plantain fruit takes its place. 
The flower is generally the lotus represented en silhouette, like a 
fan, or full-faced ; and sometimes the fandike form of the Date 
Horn is given to the peacock’s tail, and to the many -headed 
cobra ; and not only these cobra heads, but the water-lily is 
represented in true honeysuckle form. The cone is also repre- 
sented by the mango and jack. In short, anything full of 
the glory of life becomes the symbol of life. The peacock’s 
tail, the lotus flower, the jack, the nutritious and uncloying 
plantain, the luscious golden mango, the thyrsus-like clusters 
of the flowers of the cadamba , and the sacred fig, throwing 
down rootlets from every branch, which take root again and 
spring up in forests round the parent stem, all are natural and 
obvious symbols of life. The melon-shaped finial on the pagodas 
of Indian temples, taken directly from a water vessel, is, I 
believe, derived from the unripe fruit of Nymphma rubra . We 
have, however, to be on our watch for the vagaries of Hindu 
imagination. The entire leaf of the jack, Artocarpus intcgrifolia, 
is represented so swollen and bursting with life as to pass into 
the divided leaf of the Bread Fruit Tree, Artocarpus tucisa. 
Again, we find the catkins of the jack, from which the long 
pendent ornaments worn by elephants in front of their ears 
are modelled, represented hanging out of the flowers, and from 
the fruit of the lotus, from the branches of the sacred fig, 
and about the linga, and trisulu , which I believe to be the 
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combined linga and yonu In the earlier sculptures a lotus plant 
[31] is represented issuing from the proboscis of an elephant, 
the stalk running along in an undulating line, between the 
curves of which the flower is seen alternately in full face and 
m silhouette, in the most superb style of conventional art. In 



3 ‘ 


the Rharhut sculptures, a lotus springs in the same way from an 
elephant, and its flowers alternate with the jack and mango : and 
between each lotus u flower ” and whatever fruit takes the place 
of the £t knop 11 or cone, we have representations of the 
Buddhistic fables or jatakas ; while the fruitful mystic lotus is 
represented pouring down all manner of good things, including 
jewelry in countless forma In one place a woman in a tree, 
reminding one of the women in the Egyptian Tree of Life, 
is pouring water into a man’s hands, from a veritable “tea- 
pot,^ In the Amravati and Takht-i-bhai sculptures, the lotus 
stalk is looped up in festoons by dwarfs, as we see similar 
festoons, in Roman architectural remains, held up by genii. The 
Takht-i-bhai sculptures were doubtless influenced by Greek 
examples, or were executed under Greek direction ; but the 
intercourse with Assyria will really account for a good deal 
that looks like Greek inspiration in India, just as it is now 
evident that the ornamental details of Greek sculptures also 
were derived from Assyria, The “ knotted rope ?T pattern 
may have been taken from the knots in the stalks of the cones 
issuing from the stem and head of the Date Horn, and the 
wedge pattern, alternate dark an I light, from the conventional 
representation of the leaf scars on the stem of the Date Horn, 
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the Asherah or “ Grove ” of the Assyrians, particularly the 
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mediaeval representation of the Cross, as the tree with twelve 
leaves for the healing of the nations. 
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Sometimes on Persian rugs the entire tree is represented, btit 
generally it would be past all recognition but for smaller repre- 
sentations of it within the larger. In Yarkand carpets, however, 
it Is seen hi ling the whole centre of the carpet, stark and stiff 
as if cut out in metal In Persian art, and in Indian art derived 
from Persian, the tree becomes a beautiful flowering plant, or 
simple sprig of flowers j but in Hindu art it remains in its hard 
architectural form, as seen in temple lamps, and the models in 
brass and copper of the Sacred Fig as the Tree of Life. On 
an embroidered Indian bag it is represented in two forms, one 
like a notched Noah's ark tree [35], and the other branched 
like the temple candelabra [36]. In this bag the cone [37] is 
represented with the trees. 

It is not difficult to conjecture how these religious 
symbols of the first worship of the Aryan race, afterwards 
darkened and polluted in Turanian India and Egypt and 
Assyria by a monstrous and obscene symbolism, came to be 
universally adopted in the art ornamentation of the East. 
They originated in the embroidered hangings and veils worked 
by women for the temples, which they embroidered with the 
representation of the symbol of the deity worshipped. 

The women “who wove hangings for the grove,” or Asherak , 
are alluded to in 2 Kings xxiii 7. They probably embroidered 
on cut patterns, and worked the larger patterns in applique 
into their work; and they cut the patterns by folding the cloth 
double, so as by one undulating or zig-zag cut to get a two-sided 
symmetrical pattern. Nor is this entirely conjecture. This 
method is everywhere practised among the artistic peasantry 
of Europe. I have a number of such patterns, which I once 
saw a French peasant boy cutting out in paper and throwing up 
into the wanton wind to while away the time. It happens that 
they are all of trees, cypresses and other trees, with the cross intro- 
duced in the most strange conventional manner about them, trees, 
in fact, of life and death. The method of cutting out patterns in 
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tliis way tends to perpetuate a symmetrical and rectangular repre- 
sentation of ornament. The Noah’s ark-like tree, on the Findari 
bag, is certainly derived from a bit of paper or doth folded and 
cut crossways and then notched* Be this as it may, the knop and 
flower pattern, and the Tree of Life pattern pervade all 
decorative art, and by direct derivation from the Assyrian 
lotus and lotus bud, and Asher ah cone, but no longer as 
symbols* This absence of symbolism is the weakness of 
modern European decoration, as indeed it was of Grecian ; and 
yet what conventional form is more beautiful than the French 
Fleur-de-lis , more beautiful and worshipful than the Tudor rose, 
or than such heraldic symbols as the cross crosslet; and the 
most natural decoration for wall papers, curtains, and book 
lining papers, would be, for people who could afford it, to use 
family arms, alone, or in combination with national symbols, 
and conventionalised representations of national flowers and 
animals* But no symbols can approach in beauty of form 
and meaning to the knop and flower, and the Horn of Assyria 
and, purified of all local taint of Asshxir, Ashtoreth or Astarte, 
they belong to all the Aryan races in the old world and the 
new* They are the most ancient badges of the Aryan race, but 
in India their employment in ornamentation, under the influence 
of the Turanic mythology, was for ages subordinated to that 
of the monstrous idol shapes of the Dravidian south ; 

and it was by the Per si an is ed or Arianised Arabs, Afghans, and 
Mongols [Turkomans], that their use was reintroduced as pre- 
dominant forms in Indian decoration, wherever, throughout 
Hindustan and the Dakhan, Mahommedanism prevails* They 
are seen figured everywhere in Oriental art, and we cannot 
take up a talisman of Egypt, a Syrian silk, an alabastron 
of Persian perfumes, or a Persian illuminated MS.* or carpet, 
a Cashmere shawl, an Indian jewel, or Kincob, any of the 
great store of these splendid and precious stuffs, and arms, 
and vessels of wrought gold and silver, herein described, on 
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which we do not find them represented, as the acknowledgment 
in their original use at least* of the Divine Author and Finisher 
of every good and perfect work ; under forms* taken from the 
most majestic of trees and the most graceful of flowers, and 
which express more simply, directly, and fully than can any 
form of words, *the wisdom and beneficence of the Creator 
and the gladness and praise of men. Thus Indian Art, in 
every decorative detail, Aryan or Turanian, bears witness to 
the universal conviction that the character of man's being and 
destiny is supernatural ; and that human duty, and all that 
gives to daily intercourse the charm of art and grace of culture, 
possess their reality and true meaning only in the purposes of a 
life beyond life. 


THE end* 
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